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logue etweene Reaſon and Religion, 1 
touching Predeſtination , Gods word, and 


Mans Free- will, to the vnderſtan- 
ding ot the weakeſt Capacitie, and the * 
confirming ot the more ſtrong. * 
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The Epiſtle to 
the Reader. 


Z=>8 His Diuine worke 
(gentle Reader) 
though the Au- 

0 chor left vnprinted, 

N yet comming to 

| b hishands that wiſht 
2 continuance to the memory oc the 
famous Writer, and a comfort to the 
ſoule of the Jefirons Reader , hec 
nought good to bring it © the 
preſſe: and the rather ſeeing that the 
Py heerein handled (bee ing in 
em- ſelues very difficult, and here- 
RA”; tofore 
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. The Epiſtle 3 | 
to fore not ſo plainly expreſſed Jare MW 2 
here laid down that the meaner 1 71 
city may be inſtructed, and the $kil- j 
fuller more confirmed. Heere thou ; 


maiſt ſee Reaſon contending with Re. 
ligion, and Religion reſoluing thoſe 
doubts Which to Reaſon ſeeme diſſol- 
uable. Here thou ſhalt know, though 
Reaſon tell thee, if God haue præde- 
ſtinated his elect, yet Religion will tell 
thee, except thou worke out thy ſal- 
uation with feare and trembling, 
thou art none of Gods fore- choſen: 
If from hence Reaſon ſay vnto thee 
thou haſt abſolute free- will, yet Reli- 
gion will tell thee that thy willing 
comes from God. In a word; heere 
Ignorance ſhall be taught by Truth, 
and A#heiſme confuted by Religion. 
Then (courteous Reader) peruſe 
this worthy Worke (of the emt- 
nent Preacher Maiſter AR TvR 
Der) wherein thou ſhalt finde 


the ready Pathway to eternall life; 
through 
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to the Reader. 
through which if thou wilt ſoĩourne, 
at the end thereof thou ſhalt finde 
Heauen-gates ſet wide open to re- 
ceaue thee , and troopes of Angels 
ready to carrry thee into abraham 
his boſome, where thou ſhalt 
reſt from thy labour, and 
haue all teares wi- 
ped from thy 


eyes. 
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A fruitful Dialogue be- 


eweene Reaſon. and Religion tou- 


ching Gods P redeſt ination 
mans freewill.&c, 


Reaſon, 

Ho made this world? 
Religion. God ok his 
angular mercy, fo2 the loue . 
bee bare vnto man- ; 
kind. 

Reaf. Of what ſubſtance did God cre- : 
ate itꝰ 6 

Reli. Traely of nothing, but by his 
onelp Word. 6 | x4 

Reaſ. And is it eucrlaſting 5 or ſhall i it 
once haue an endꝰ 


it hall bee deffroied | 
nen, at ſuch time as tbe Lo2d hath ap- 
pointed ; ouer wes are it 
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common experience, that it is by nature 
ſubiect to diflolution. 
Reaſ. I pray you, what are we to chinke 
of Sod that n workemafler? 
Reli. Mee ought Fevfaſtiy fo belene, 
that hee is almtghty , cru fk {it all 
things,and eternall. 
That of nature he is tndeniffble , and 
pet conſiſting of thz& diſtinct perſons, 
the Father „the Donne and fhe holy 
— This God is calico God of in; 
- eompzehenſible wildome, acco2ding to 
. which he hath molf wiſely koꝛeſtene, and 
appointed all things. Hee is vnchange⸗ 
able, alwapes one, neuer paſſionate : hee 
is the Lozd of reuenge, the God of Judg⸗ 
ment, at whoſe breath the monntaines 
doe ſhake: whole ſeat is the lofty Cherty 
bines, whoſe fote-fale is the earth, hee 
is a iealious Cod, ſtriking idolatozs,and 
ſach as derogate from his honoz, with 
terrible plagues, Yee ts a conſuming 
fre, the king of kings, the onely Nod of 
all woꝛlds, the beginning, the end, and 


pet without beginning, and euerlaſting: 
He is inuiſfole, though at one inſtant bee 
ho all things, at whoſe beck the hea⸗ 


yens are obedient the clouds do gather 
them⸗ 
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5 themſelues together, and the earth doth 
quiner and fremble ; this God rebukety 
the winds, calmeth the ſeas , limiteth ts 
tuerp ſfarre his influetice,cotuſs e name: | 
| this God foꝛmed light, and dayknefſe,ſetts/ 
deth and calleth back lightnings, thun⸗ 
ders tempeſts, feartull dammets, blaung 
tarres, and all other 3 — 
ons or the apꝛe; This is the God, that 
joldeth the huge eatthin his hand, hang⸗ 
Ws like a globe, in the midſt of the world. 
| that fouldeth the heauens lius a ſcftowie, 
' WI that teeth the feaſonable ſp2zing-time, 
fummer, and harneſft, froff, cold, hunger. 
famine, and peſtilence ; he it is that by a 
tertaine Infuſed fertility, canſefh tes, 
herbes, llowers, and euerp little graſte to 
ſpꝛout and ſpꝛing, ta the behalte of all li⸗ 
ning creatures. So that neither birds of 
the aire , beaſts of the field , no? the ſilly 
wozmes of the earth, do want ſaffenaces 
this is that pꝛouident God, that — 
neth the ſwelling ſea withinher 
that ozdzeth that maruelous ente — 
of lowing e ebbing waters, that ferdeth 
” whales,and euerp liuing thing diwel- 
ling in the derps: this is that ſearcher'of 
 ecrets y whoms no place doth exclude 
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” Theway to 
whoſe pꝛetence, no action, wo2d; ro; 
thought can eſcape, This is the good 
* God, chat created man axcozd ing to his 
owne likeneſſe, made him Lo2d of the 
earth; And when he had plaied the rebell 
againſt him, that recomfozted him being 
thzowne out of Paradice with the pzo⸗ 
miſe of the ſeed of the woman: this God 
is he that ſent his people Iſrael remedy, 
when they were in thꝛaldome, in the land 
of Egipt, that parted the red ſea, e d2ow- 
ned their enemies, that did ſafeconduc 
them in the wilderneſſe , that rayned * 
downe Manna, that defended Dauid 
from the foꝛce of Saul, that fopled the Gy- 
ant, that ſaned Ionas in the bottome of 
the ſea , that deliuered Daniel ont of the 
Lions denne, Icremy ont of the dunge- 
on, the thꝛeechildꝛen out of the hot cow 
ſuming Duen: hee is that God that ſent 
his weibeloned Bonne, ts abide the 
death, to redeeme mankinde from the 
bondage of ſinne, and from the iawes 
of Sathan: Finally this is that G OD, 
by whoſe power all things were made, 
and by whoſe onelp pꝛouidence euery 
thing is effeaually moned, oꝛdered, and 
bzought to paſſe. ; 
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everlaſting life, 3 
5 Reaſ. All praiſe thereſote bee vnto this 
Cosa moſt mighty, moſt righteous, and 
holy, that on this tender wiſe hath loued 
s voworthy wreatches, — no- 
| 


thing but the rigor of his luſtice. Now I 
pray you declare what was the cauſe 
that moued God to create man, and to ſer 
him intheworlds o 
Reli. That he ſhould ſerne him, and 
glo:ifie him. 
Real, Which is the way to ſerue God, 
and to glerifie him aright ? 
Reli. To acknowledge him, as he hath Wart hg 
appointed by his woꝛd. 
Reaſ. Which call you the word of God? 
Reli. The ſame which the Pattiarches, 
Pꝛophets, and Apoſtles receined by the 
holy ghoſt , and committed to * 
which ws call at this day by the name 97 
the old and new teſtament, 

Reaſ. How ſhould a man know, that 
thoſe monuments left by the Patriarkes, 
Prophets, and Apoſtles, came from God - 
or that they did euer leaue behinde them 
my ſueh writings , as wee tearme the old 

and new. teſtament. 
Reli. Is touching the authoꝛity therof, 


althoughthe Ta of the wil⸗ 
dome 
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dome of God, the doctrine it ſelf, fauozing 
nothing of carthlineſſe, the Godly agrc& 
ment of all parts together among them- 
ſelnes, the maieſty of Gov lhining fo2th 
in that homelineſſe of ſperch, the laying 
together of the fozeſayings of the pꝛo⸗ 
phots , and the ſucceſſes of theſame, and 
-many other ſuch arguments, map com, 
pell the wicked onss to confofſe,that God 
s the only antho2 of the Scripture ; yet 
2rtainly by none ather meant , then by 
_ the ſecret teſtimony of the holy Ghoſt, 
are our harts truly perſwaded, that it is 
the woꝛd of God, foz ſaith the apoſtle, that 
Rott. 1B. Which we preach, is the word of faith: in 
{OTA another place, the whole Scripture ( ſaith 
he ) is giuen by the inſpiration of God. 
Reaſ. But what doe you ſay to thoſe fel- | 
lowes that account the ſcripture, a deuiſed 
or poſitiue lay, made for ciuill gouernment 
onely, and authoriſed by Antiquity, as if it 
were the diuine word of God, leaſt man 
not being reſtrained of the heddineſſe of 
his ovyn affections by ſome other terrour, 
then that of corporall puniſhment, ſhould 
not yeeld himſelfe ynto neceſſary order? 
Rel. Fo2 my part, J haue little to fay to 
thoſe Ponſters, neither by th⸗ grace - 
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_ everlaſting life. 7 
Gad, in any ſociety, will J haus to doe 
with them, but my pꝛaler ſhalbe that the 
Lozd will ſodenlp turne the ir hearts, o 
in his god time, pap them their inſt de⸗ 
ſarts, Truly of this ſozt of men, I thanke 
God, in all mp dapes (although J haue 
heard of many) did J neuer know moꝛe 
then thiee, which te it had pleaſed the Three bee. 
Loꝛd, were to many by two g one: theſe chers. 
the, were naturali bꝛetheren, men mar- 
uelons politiqus in ſaind3y ſciences, and 
wozldly wiſe, but loe the iudgmenttz of 
God: the two ponger were hanged, not 
manp peares ſince infkip condemned fo; 
high treaſon, e the third being the elder 
bzother, was taken in adulterp, and with 
aknife ſtabbed in, and ſlaine bythe hands 
|. Y *ofhis owne wife : and fo farre as J vn- 
d derffand,there is not one ok tbename left 
t aliae. The foole ( ſaiththe Prophet) doth 
t fi in his hart ther is no God,q donbtlefls 
1 F they which with their tonngs doe pꝛo⸗ 
phane his woꝛd, denp not the fame thing, 
„an atleaſt p which is as enil : fog befides, 
| that between God and his wozd there is 
alwaies a mutuall relation, ſo as the one ohn. 1. 7. 
is not without the other, we finde in the 
Dcripture, that Gad is the wozd:as foꝛ al 
2 1B 4 thole 


pſal. 14.1. 


{1 8 The way to 
1 thoſe that are departed this life , in that 
'l mind, q leave them toGod(thovgh with⸗ 
1 but repentance, we ſap then could not be 
1 ſaued,) ànd as foꝛ thoſe that bee pet li- 
1 ning Jlooke feꝛ nothing moze aſfuredly, 
1. then to heare tell of their ruine, and (9 
1 likewiſe 3 leaue them. 
N Rea. There is yet an other ſort, which do 
not ſo brodely blaſpheame God, as thoſe 


incredulous wretches, of home we hays 
ſpoken: But they affirme, yea and that very 
boldly, that through the diverfity of tranſ· 
lations the Scriptures are falſified in ſuch 
wiſe, that no certainty is left, for belecfeto 
reſt vpon. This thing althougli Wihe graue 
8 learned ſott may happily not go for pai- 
ment, becauſe they are able to iudge be- 
ty ixt euery tranſlation , and his originall 
yet are the meane ſort ſhrewdly handled 
\ with that ſuggeſtion; for thus ſtreach they 
out that obiectiõ. The ſcriptures / ſay they) 
were deliuered by y Patriarches, Prophets 
and Apoſtles, ſet downe in the Hebrue, and 
Greeke toungs, afterw-ards tranſlated after 
diuers faſhions by mẽ: yea ſuch me as were 
either ignorant of the truth, or partiall in 
their owne conceits, for doth nor the diſ- 
agreemet of our Engliſh tranſlations beare 
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euerlaſting life. 9 
witneſſe, and make the caſe plaine inough. _ 
Reli. J know theſe w2anglers ſomes rim 
what few well 3 and do perceaue the wili⸗ 78 Age 
nelle, not of them as J wernc) but of Say . 
tan: Theſe men, betauls they can no lon⸗ 
ger with their Pope-holp-righteouſnefſs 
ſit in the conſciences of the Godly , and 
cauſe them to imbꝛate that whozedome 
of the ſea of Rome, would pet be loth, that 
Satan ſhould leeſe his intreſt, in thoſe 
that may be ſwaied,bv any ſwing ofrea- 
ſon, to inclins to their part, if thoſe god 
men would be ſo good, as to ſhew foꝛth 
our erroꝛs, thev ſhould both be he ard and 
thanked, remember well that J haue 
orten heard this obiection, but who were Anſrecr? 
the obiectoꝛeꝛtrulp a few filly men.either 
papiſts, oꝛ newters of ſome little iudge⸗ 
ment moze then hoꝛſes, at whome the 
wiſe doe laugh, and the Gadly harted 
(pew . It is ſufficient foꝛ our aſlurance, 
that the L o2v hath pꝛomiſed, to be ſuch a 
patron, and p20teao? of his word, That it py 24.38 
ſhal not periſh, when heauen & earth ſnal 
| be brought to naught;& that he will haue 
| no title added to it or diminiſhed from it. 
Therfoꝛe let vs giue them ouer, and har- 
ben to our Sauiour Chailt, * 
e that 
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10 The way to 
Apo. 22 8. chat, Whoſoeuer beleeueth ſhalbe ſaued, i 
ag. blefſed,ſhalbe pardoned of all his ſinnes, & 
Var. 16.16 haue life everlaſting, And tontrariwile 
— 20. 29 thꝛeatning, that, whoſoeuer beleeueth 
1 not, ſhall neuer bee ſaued, but abide the 
lohg. 36. euerlaſting curſe of God, 
| Reaſ, Well let thus much ſuffice eon - 
Ged. cerning the word of God, Now I pray 
you let vs returne, eo ſpeake of God ſome- 
what more: you ſay that the nature, or 
eſſence that is common in the god. head, 
among the perſons of the Father, the Son, 
and holy Ghoſt, is one fingle ſubſtance, 
vnable to be ſeuered : | 
Reli. o J ſay ind, foz otherwiſe 
Hould it come to paſle, (at ſo many per- 
ſons as there be, ſo many Gods ſhould 
there bee fenerally deuided: therefo:s 
theſe th2&@ perſons vbnited together, in 
nature, are neuer ſeperated, but diſfin- 
guiſhed,ſo as the father, is the father en- 
ip, the Sonne, the Sonne onely, and the 
poly Choſt, the hoip Ghoſt only, 
Reaſ. As theſe three perſons are but one 
Dod in godhead, ſo, are they like wiſe of 
one euerlaſtingneſſe or eternity? and of 
one equality without degree? 


Reli. Pea truely, ſaue that in oꝛd 
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cuerlaſting life. 11 
the father is the fürſt. being of none, but 
himſelfe alone: the Sonne is ſecond be- 
gotten ofthe Father: the holy Ghoſt is 
ths third, by an unſpeakcable maner pꝛo⸗ 
(ding of them both. 
Kea. Surely fo farre as I can perceaue, this 
miſtery, is moſt wonderfull, and vnpoſſible 
to be conceĩued by man? 
. Reli. T Therctoze full wiſely hath he 
r taugt vs to belene , and reuerente the 
5 ſecrets of God, that caith. Fides non habet 
„neeritum, ebi ratio habt experimentum. 
„Rea. Beſides theſe, what other things 10. 
are we to conſider chiefly i in God ? FIR F 
| <li x bat he is ertædiig iuſt in ynnich⸗ ercy and 
ng the viſobedient, and wicked, and that inftice, = 
hee is erceding mereifnil to the Godlp, 
and ſuch as louc him, fo? it is wyitten, -* 
that ynto ſuch the Lord is mercifull and 
gracious, ſlo to anger, abundant in good- 
neſſe and truth, reſeruing mercy for thou- 
ſands, forgiuing 1 iniquity & tranſgreſſion. 
Reaſ. But it ſeemeth by this order of his 
merey and iuſtice, that ſome things doe 
come to paſſe, which God willeth not, o- 
therwife ſhould there neede no puniſh- 
ment, and therein I cannot perceaue, how 


his omnipotency is not impeached/? 
Reli. 
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12 Then ways to 


Reli. Doubtleſte he could nat be God, 
{f any thing ſhould happen, that he would 
not haue come to paſſe, whereof the Apo⸗ 
fle was full wary in this ſaying. , God 
bringeth all things to paſſe according to 
the councell of his owne will, 
Rea, Yet can I not perceiue, how his 
Iuſtice and mercy, do agree together. 
Reli. Theſe two are rcconciled, and 
well made manifeſt, in his ſonne. Foz 
after our firff parent Adam , by the eter⸗ 
nall decreement,had caſt himtelt, and all 
his pꝛo r the defilement of ſinne, 
raiſe him vp againe in this ſe⸗ 
Apoe. 13.8 _ Adam, euen leſus Chriſt, fo2 which 
cauſe he is called, the Lambe ſlaine from 
the beginning of the world. 
Rea, What meanc you by that word 
finue? 
Reli. I call any thing ſinne, that in 
thought, woꝛd, oz oed, is committed con: if 1 
trarp to the law and will of God. 
Rea. And may a man ſay without finne, Il | 
that ſinne is willed by God? 
Reli. Surely God ought not to be cal- 
led the authoꝛ of ſinne; fo2 how can ini- 
quity te rm that fountaine , where 
nothing is, ſaue onelp the cleare wu 
0 


Epheſ. 1. 11 


Mach. 5.28. 
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euerlaſting life. 13 
xfrighteonſneffe ? Notwithſfanding , ſo 
farre am Jof from holding him a ſinner, 
that reuerently doth aſcribe all things to 
the pꝛouidente of GOD, that Jaccompt 
him rather an ignorant and blaſphes 
mous ſinner that ſuppoſeth any thing fa 
happen by foztune , oꝛ chance , as if God 
were ignorant, oꝛ careleſſe thereof. 
Rea, Here perceive the nayle is dri- 
ven to the head, therefore you had need 
go diſcreetly to worke, leaſt God bee diſa- 
bled in any thing, that is due to his omni- , 
potency, or that more be attributed t) his he 
power, then agreeth with his iuſtice. Ve- 
fly this is the thing, wherein J haue not 
onely long time longed to bee inſtructed, 
but alſo beene greatly troubled in minde 
about the ſame : I pray you therefore what 
is the prouidence of Gcd 
= R-ligi. By this wozd Providence, is pn 4 
| & meant the incompoehentivle foze-know- „Hug 
| ledge and wildome, whereby irom the 
| fartheff end of eternity, God did behold, 
appotnt,and pꝛouide, when, where, and 
wherefoze , all things in Weauen and 
earth Gould bee: as alſo his vnmeaſura⸗ 
ble, and omnipotent power, by which hes 
bath bzought,bzingeth,and will . 
c 
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14 The way to 
the ſame things , in their ſeaſons effec; 
tuallp to paſſe, accozding to his own will. 
and purpsſe. 
Rea. But fith the Lord js righteous, 
and ſo farre off from willing ſinne, that on 
the contraty part, he doth not only forbid 
it, but alſo moſt greeuouſly puniſh it, how 
can we ſay that ſinne doth attend vpon the 
ordinances of God? _ | 
Neitber Reli. Certainelp my very ſoule doth. 
taſn, nor feare, leaſt by ouer- much boldneſle, 3 
umorous. ſhguld violate, oz ſeme to neglect that 

rule ot reuerence, that in Gods behalle, 
is to bee obſerued: On the otherfide 3 
would be loath, that by to much cowar⸗ 
dize, J ſhould diſhonoꝛ the truthttþerfore 
as there want not teſtimonies of ſcrip⸗ 
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ture, to warrant this doctrine, ſo J think . 

it nat vumeete, that herein, 7 follow that ; 

generall ſentence of the Apoſtle, wherok : 

. wee haue already ſpoken, namely , that 

11 ptr, 11 God bringeth all things to paſte accord- l 
. Ang tothe councell of his owne will, and h 
{ 14188 leaſt I map ſceme to giue to muchliver- f 
tp, to my owne inferpzetation , J will 5 

alſo inclins to the dearine ok Saint FF, 

Auguſtine who laith to the very ſame cf: , 


fett. The wil of God is the chiefe and prin- 
5 cipal! 


t⸗ 
it 
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Adam and Eue. Eut neither Angels noz , 
men, were euer ſeperated from the go- 
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euetlaſting life. 15 


cipall cauſe of all maner of actions, & mo- 

tions vy hatſoeuer, for there is nothing, that Auguſt. de 
proceedeth not from that ynſearchable trinitat, lily 
wiſdome and will of his. Of thefe two we 3» 

gather, that if the wil of God, be the pꝛin⸗ 

cipall , aud oꝛiginall cauſe ot Vl things, 

that is to ſap, oł all actions and nrwoftons; 

Cither that nne doth come fo paſſe ac 
coding ta that ſoucreigne will of big, oz t unk 
elle that nne is nothing at all: that is toy, pe way 
(ay neither action, noꝛ motion, which obs of God, 
ſurdity by ns meanes can bee granted: 
wherefoze under theſs two banners, 

though the firff may animate a right co- 

wardlp ſoldio2, X dare now moze boldly 


hew ther areaſon of mine owne, t this it 
is: By Angels g men did finne take pol⸗ 
leſſion ofthis woꝛld, as appeareth right- 


l, in the declining ok our firſt parents, 


Argument 


uernment and ſubiection of they Lo2d 

and maker. Ergo. Sinne doth poſteſſe the 

b92lp , by the o2dinance, that is to ſap, 

the will and appviniment of GWD: 

This thing is witnelſed by the 2poffle, 

he ſaith,that No man ſhall reſiſt the will ns 
of God , Morc-oyer behold faith the Rom. 9. 19. 

: Lord WE 
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Lord I haue created the Smith that blow. 

eth the coales in the fire, and him that 
bringeth forth an Inſtrument for his worke, 
Elay.56,471, 1 ſay, haue created the dęſtroyer to de- 
ſtroy. Pany ſuch teſtimonies may bee 
recited out ofthe wozd of God; But be. 

cauſe the wicked will here take the bitte 

| intheir teeth (accompting God the ay 
Areſtraint tho; of finne ) ano runne on head-long af 
pe ter their owne appetite , to all kinde of 
| milcheefe as though it were not mately 
bulawful: wee muſt befoze wee noe any 

kurther, ſceke to o bate their courage, and 

fake away that buckler, where⸗vnder 
they will ſhield and defend their pꝛeten 
ded innocency ; Therefoꝛe, although by 
that almighty eye of God, nothing doth 
paſſe in the whole world vnſcene, and 
thcrefoze not vnwilled: yet cannot Gad 
de called the Anths2 of euill, fo2 ſatth the 
Apoſtle, there is np vnrighteouſneſſe with 
But the cozruption of the minde of the 
firft man / laith Paiſter Caluin) by which 
wee are become ſinners came partly by 
the pꝛocurement of Sathan, partly by 
the frailty or nature, which nature ma) 


did defile is obne boluntary and 
- » by his en wiful 


Man not to 
be excuſed. 
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mam ſinneth,bnwillingly,bnt of his owne n north | 


lpeth, excludeth all tauſes, ſane his. 


| and inftly deſerneth the wrath and £92, 
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| Everlaſting life: _ ry 
wilkull fall from whence wee perceine, 
( reſpecting the meane and ſecond cau⸗ 
ſes) that mankind doth perilh thzongh 
his owne default ; Andin az much as no 


icco2p fo2 the molE part, no man is bn- beexcuſed, 
iuftly puniſhed,by the hand of GOD,fo3 
why ? that is the onely cauſe of ſinne, that 
doth exclude all pther cauſes beſides it 
felfe : but God excludethno mans wil in 
his owne actions: Ergo, God is net the Argument | 
onely cauſe of fine. If any man will ob⸗ = 
{:ct, that man is not the cauſe of his oon Obiection. 
euill, in as much as God the ſoneraigne | 
cauſe of cauſes doth p2eſcribe the enent, 
and direct euery action ta the appointed 
end, A anſwer out of the Maior of mp foz- - ..... 
mer argument: that is the onelp cauſe of Anfrrers 
ag: „which excludeth all canſes belides 

111 

But man in the wicked actions of 

Jdolatry,Purther, Adulterp, Theft, and 
ſuch other neglecteth the commande 
ment sf God, and ſo farre fozth as in him 


owne wicked luſt onely, Ergo: Man in 
that reſpect, is the onely unte of ſinne 
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reccion of God, as witnelleth the Pꝛophet 
ſaying, thy deſtruction O Iſraell commeth 
of thy ſelfe. on 

Rea, I haue heard thee ſay ear now, that 
Angells and men were created according 
to Gods owne likeneſſe, that is, of a ſound 
and vpright diſpoſition, and will: which 
thing truely is very conuenient, in the eye 
of reaſon, for if they had beene ordayned 
euill by nature, or to that ende that they 
ſhould decline from that eſtate by the will 
of God, it ſhould argue God to bee vn- 
righteous, at le aſt in reſpect of that purpoſe 
of his. 4 85 

Reli. Nay it is rather an inconueni, 
ence many wales which thou bttereſt- 
except the will of God were not wozthy, 


what other abſardities dos ariſe out of 
this ſuggeſtion of thine, as this: God cre⸗ 
ated Angels and men in all points ſound, 
not pꝛetending that they ould degene- 
rate, neuer the leſſe they are become enil- 
and haue peruerted that eſtate of integri- 
tv, Ergo they haue bꝛoken the will of God 
and conuaped them-ſelnes out of his 92- 
dinance: as who ſhould ſay they are ther⸗ 
ſoze exemted from all ſublection m_— 
maker 


euerlaſting life? 19 
maker, becauſe they haue beene ſkub⸗ 
burne againſt him. Againe, al men at this 


t dap are coꝛrupe and euill. Ergo, all men 
g that are naw lining, axe without the 
d compaſſe of the ozdinaunce of GD D. 


Theſe and many other ſach abſurdities, 
doe follow neceſſarily of thine obiec⸗ 
tion. 


% 


y Rezſ. Nay Sir, herein as rake it you 13 
ill bhaue deceiued your ſeife , with plauſible ꝑſentiali 
ſurmiſes: for if the eſſentiall eſtate of man eſtate. 


be conſidered a part, from his faulty quali- 
ty, not onely Adam in the time of integri- 
ty, was the ſubiect of God, but after his 
fall alſo, and in this caſe may the conſe- 
quent proue, that the whole rout , or ſort 
of Wicked men are comptehended with- 
inthe ordinance of God? Neuertheleſſe 
the corruption of natute and all the euill 
actions ot men, may ſimply be tranſferred, Corriptis 
to the will and mallice of Satan, and the 
frailty of the workers. 
Reli. Truely J mut niꝛds conkeſle, 
that this ſhift pzoccedeth not altogether, 
from ſmplicityp. Potwithſtanding if we 
bend our affection ſimplp to accept of the 
ſame, we ſhal fal verp fondly to conſft,v5 
C 2 the 
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20 The way to 
viaphemy the blaſphemous Maniches, which do op. 
of the Ma» poſe Satan againſt Gad, foꝛ pet again, 
icke. hob ſhall God ber omnipotent , if any o. 

ther ſuccefe of things fall out, then ag 

doth beſt agre& ; with his good pleaſure; 

nap then how ſhall we not take the ho 
Ghoſt napping with infinite lealings 
which ſaith, there is no euill in the Cittie, 
which the Lord hath not done, Againe, 
Amos. 3.6. But of the month of the Lo2v p2ocedeth 
e god and emill: he hath mads all things 
Jere. 3. 38. fa his own lake, yea enen the wicked fo; 
an euiil dap, c. Notwithſtand ing, ik wee 

alude to that will of God, which hee hath 

reueled vnto bs accoꝛding to which he is 

"BE truly ſaid to be God, that can in no wiſe 
prov. 18. 4. vill finne , but hes ſhall foꝛthwith de vn 
righteous o farre am J from not conſen⸗ 
ting there vnto, that on the contrary part 
Two Jyeld the whole aTent of my ſonle. But 
chings to that wee map diſconrſe of this matter 
be obſer - moꝛe familiarly,we are eſpectalſy to ov 
ved. ſerus two things ꝛ the firſt whereof is 
this: how. oꝛ in what ſo2t ſin entered in 
tothe heart of man: the ſecond, of what 
effec oꝛ pow2e fin is againſt God, theſe 
two, ſhall make it manifeff enough, that 
Satan ueuer hithorts did neither 
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? everlaſting life, 21 
mp time,hereafter,ruffe ont his part, ei⸗ 

ther in this woꝛld, oz elſewhere, without 

his pattent, oʒ commilTionfr6 the Loꝛd: 


cozding fo the ſcripturs that Adam, in his 
ate of innocency in all the inſtrumen⸗ 
ail parts of his body, had a pzopozttona- 
ble reſemblance,aſwel in ſoule, as minds 
to the Image of God(A mean not in per⸗ 
an, but in holineſſe) ſo that he fiod at 
that time in ſuch high and heanenly per⸗ 
fection that no tittle could bee added foz 


well aſſured, that Cod neuer did beauti⸗ 
le him with the oznament of conffancie 
bhereby hee might haue obtained ables 
neſe , and power to and ont in that es 
fate, Now therefoze is it manifeſt, that 
imme , beginning at the ſame vnconſtan⸗ 
(y, to inlinuate among the god parts of 
Adam twke not euen there his very oꝛi⸗ 
ginal as a thing hapning,oz comming by 
chance, fo2 this onelp reaſon, that God 
would not furniſh him (as in truth there 
was no law to bind him) with conſtaucy. 
aſwellas with all other notable endou- 
ments, as in whom he had foze-92demed, 
that the high eſfate ſhould be tickle, x but 
C 3 changes 


as touching the firlt of theſe,we agree ac: The fit. 


his greater integrity: how be it wee are Note well. 
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22 The way to 


changeably god. Foz how was it poſſi 
A any thing chould intrude it ſelte 
tato the woꝛke of God, whereof he wag 
not only maſt wary,x hedfal, br of poly 


H o . 


er alſo to intercept any thing that might 
offend him? fo2 this cauſe doubtleſſe,itis 
aid. That the people of Iſrael, & the Gen- 
A. 4.27 tiles did gather themſelues together, 2 


IT 
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gainſt our Lord and Sauiour Ieſus Chil, 
to do whatſoeuer the hand and counſel o 
God,had appointed to be donefrom euer. 
laſting, in whom (ſaith the Apoſtle) wee 
were predeſtinate before the foundations 
of the world. Finally wee finde that be⸗ 
£oze the inſtant of mans creation, much 
moꝛe then beloꝛe he fell away from righ⸗ 
teouſneſſe, God had planted in the gar⸗ 
den, a tre of the knowledge ol igod and 
euil: In this truly can we perceaue none 
other apparance of truth, but that Gods 
vnchangeable purpoſe would haue him 
to tat thereof, although hee were fozbid⸗ 
den: fo2z why? had not this thing bin pꝛe⸗ 
fired bythe vecrement of God, why made 
he that tree of nature by it ſelfe contrary 
to al the reſt⸗ why made he any differente 
of god and enil at alꝰ who without doubt 

$ould haue made as eaſily the things b be 

ou. 
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euerlaſting life, 23 
would, as hee can eaſily doe the things 
that be done. MAhpy made he any of the in- 8 
ſtruments whereby man was changed, 
namelp, Satan, and ge Serpent: lo thon 
doft perceaus (J dope) day light at this 
little wicket. 

As touching the ſecond thing herein to The Se. 
be obſerued, namely, of what power oz cond. 
efficacy (ane is againſt God, J ſap that 
albeit many fond and bnfoward witted 
men, haue maintapned in time paſt two 
oziginall beginnings of things, afcrt- 
hing to good things, GD Dfoz the au⸗ 
thoz , and fo the enill things the dinell, 

whom with his euill things, they diuel⸗ 

lichly demed moꝛe eternall, then God x 
god things, and that Maugre the might 
of God, the diuell played allhis vngrati⸗ 
ous pageants: yet conſidering, that eue⸗ 
ry man but meanly infftruced in the 
ſchole ef reaſon,is ready to ſpew at this 
blaſphemy „J hape a few teſtimonies, 
from among many , map ſerne to ſuffice 
the godly: wee read therefo2e in the hil⸗ 


7 fo:y of that righteous man lob, that Tob.r.17, 
* Vatan could not once touch his perſon, 


goods, noz cattle , befoze ſach time, 
is the LORD had giuen him leaus. 
C 4 L.\ke- 
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Like wiſe, the dinels veſong ht our Og 
_ niour I eſus Chailt,ſaying:If thou caſt vs 
out, ſuffer vs to go into the heard of ſwine, 
Moꝛeouer, it we ſbould hunt ont by curi⸗ 
aus ſpeculation , the creation ot Angels, 
che tauſe, manner, time, and p lace of their 
kal, (which little partgineth to edification 
but rather to tab their itching and fan- 
talticali eares,that cannot content them⸗ 
ſelues, with the ſimplicity of faith) wee 
thould find that Satan in his firlt eſtate, 
was the creature of God, and therefore 
can haue but à power ſubiect, in the exe- 


"cation of luch wickedneſte, as he eretu⸗ 


Rea. Be it as thou haſt ſaid, for it accor- 
Meane deth well with reaſon: But let vs come 
ue. packe to the ſecond inſtrument or meane 
c Cauſe of Adams fall, namely the ſerpent, 
becauſe I would eladly ynderftand, whe- 
ther hee ſerued Satan as an inſirument in N ot 
chat ent erptice, or Whether of his owne If © 
malice, he did kglpe to delude the woman, Ill Pp: 
knowing hefore hand the Lamentable I ti 
euent of tranſgreſſion. Vi 


Reli. Truslp albeit the ſerpent was b 
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everlaſting life, 25 
tault, and in that reſpect like enough to 
maligne the eſtate of man, if hee were 
capeable thereof; vet doe J perceinena # 
reaſon , that he ſhould haue any in-ſight The Sera 
at all, into the calamity of tranſgreffion :x * . 
No2 pet that he might auy wap be incen⸗ 
(ed by malitions pꝛetence, ts bzing mans 
kind into Apoſtacy: But this'doth offer 
it ſelfe moze me@tely to mine opinion, 
that Satan, (as ſaith M. Caluin in his ex⸗ 
poſtt ion, bpon that part of Scripture )ha- 
ning then had no familiarity, oꝛ tommu⸗ 
fication with man , ſtanding then in need 
of an inſtrument, did choſe out the ſubs 
till Serpent, becauſe hee was the apteſt, 
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n wolf agiue fo2 ſuch an exployt , into 
e © whom foz the better finiſhing thereof, he 
e conueyed hlm-ſclfe , and (9 gat acceſſe, 
» I nozefitly to the woman, 
, Rea. Well then, as far thine arguments 
ef Gods diuine prouidence, truely Imuſt 


needs cõfeſſe, that I find them in ſome reſ- 
pect fo plauſible, & matching with reaſon, Obie ions 
that thou doſt almoſt eompell me to yeeldagainftyrss 
into thee: yet for as much, as God is there - uidence. 
by brought in ſuſpitiò of euil I draw back 
and dare not franckly yeeld my conſent - | 
Therefore may it not be ſaid, that & rae 

| 0 
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Note well, 


fo, 6, 444 


lob. 15. 16 
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direction, and turne man ouer to his pecu- 


to climbe into the heauens: But our Sa⸗ 
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26 The way to 
doth appropriat all things which haue any 
inſtinct of nature, beſides man to his own 


* 


liar choiſe of well, or ill doing, hauing rea- 
ſon and the word of God, as Lanterns to 
guide him aright. Fe 
Reli. Merilp, neither can J perceine a 
ny reaſon that ſhould mwue the Lo2d to 
giue the law out of his oon hand, conſi⸗ 
dering he wasnot ignoꝛant, how apt man 
was to abuſe him-ſclſe , and to incline 
to the enill part; Except God were well 
pleaſed , that man ſhould run headlong 
into that labozinth of miſchiefe , into 
which we all are fallen . thꝛongb his de- 
kault: and then commeth all to one rec- 
koning , fo2 his will is alſo there. Not- 
with- ſtanding, J wot well there bee ter⸗ 
taine, Fre-willing Papiſts , Anabap- i 
tiſts, Pelagians, Celeſtines, and others, 
which doe ſtoutly maintaine, that man in 
his naturall powers hath that validity 


uiour Joſus Chꝛiſt, repzoucth all ſuch, 
ſaying.No mi can come to me, except the 
father that ſent me draw him. Againe, you 
haue not choſen me ( ſafth he) but I haue 
choſen you and ordained you, that yee 50 
5 an 


eucrlaſting life. 27 
and bring forth truite, To which merrit- 
mongers,the Pꝛophet ſaith: Their owne 
arme did not ſaue them but the right 
hand of the Lord, and the light of his * 44-37 
countenance, becauſe he did fauour them, 
Likewiſe ſaith the Apoſtle: what haſt 1. Cor. 4.6 
thou that thou haſt not receaued, if thou 
' baſt receaued it, why doſt thou reioyce, as 
though thou hadſt not receaued it? Moꝛe⸗ 
ouer, the ſteppes of a man, ſaith Salomon, 
are ruled by the Lord, the way of a man is Pro. 20.24. 
not in him- ſelfe, the Lord hath mercy on lere. 1. 3 
whome hee will haue mercy, and harde- Rom. 9. 18. 
neth whome hee will harden, it is not in Verſ 1 b 
5 1 2 erſ. 16. 
the willer, nor in the runner, but in God Eph. 2. 8. 
that ſheweth mercy: ye are ſaued by grace ; 
through faich, and not of your ſelues:it is | 
the gift of God; we are not of our ſelues Tha 
able tothinke any thing as of our ſelues. 
Paotwithſtanding all theſe J ſay, and al- 
moſt infinit numbers ot ſuch like, do theſe 
denouf men, as though it were foz the 4 
only defence oꝛ ſafety of a Chꝛiſtian com 
monweale, biolentlp c with whole thous - 
lands of bloudy combats and challenges, 
like foliſh bold champions, maintaine ; 
the quarreil of mans fræ will and power, 
and why?fozſoth becauſe they would 
in 


1. Cor. 3.7 
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28 The way to 
in no wiſe intangle God, 82 bꝛing him in 
within the liſts oꝛ compalle okeuill, 
deuotion of theirs , will not ſaffer them, 
to entertains ſuch teſtimonies of Strip; 
ture, as doe make mention of Gods pꝛe⸗ 
deſtination and e 2 
chew themſelues moze nice, g 

bee accounted moze holy , then de on — 
Ghoſt him-ſelfe : well let it Toe that all 
their urres and bzawles doe — fozth 
of that fountaine of zeale, and not from 
the Aaughter-houſe of infidelity,and Pa- 
ganiſme pet ſaith the Apoſtle ; All this 
zeale is blindneſſe and damnable , as not 


being ſeaſoned with the Salt of knows 


ledge: woe be to him,(ſaith the Pzop bet) 


that forſaketh God, to make fleſh his ri 


am. 10.2. 


- niour Chzilt becauſe pte are not of God, 
Dereof it tommeth, that the N oꝛd doch 
complaitis by the mouth of the Pꝛo⸗ 
het ſaping, I haue nouriſhed and brought 
vp children, but they haue rebelled againſt 
55.12. 31. me, the Oxe knoweth his owner, and the 


Aﬀe his Maifters Crib, but Iſrael hath not 
knowne my wayes. 
But that wee may better be-thinks 


vs, and not lo negligently paſſe oner that 
pure 


Freren 


_ eutrlaſting life. 29 
pure and vnſpotted , Romaine Catholt- 
que 3eale , it is necefſary that wee call 
backe the nature of mankind to her firſt 
creation. Aud the if it be demanded, whe⸗ 
ther frewtill were in mans nature at his 
firft creation: I anſwer (e yet not ) but 
the woꝛd of God) ther was ſo , foꝛ J make 
no doubt,if fre2-wtli be in God, then was 
| there alſo fre- will in man; who in that 
effate was the linely likneſle and Images 
of God: but it it be demanded, whether 
in that nature, were any fræ· will, ta dey 
liberate on the enill part J den it: foz 
how could Adam debate vpon the thing, 
that vet was not entered ints the wozld, mptgiq 
ſpecially, ſeing with the whole afſent in 
of his mind and badp, he was difpoſed to 
cbep the commandement of God: Fur- 
thermsze, behold J pꝛap vou the gallant 
eale of thefe godly men: which will in no 
wiſe ſuffer the Scripture, accoꝛding to 
the wildome of God, to tranſfer all the 
actions of men to the fozeknowledge of 
Godꝛe vet they themſclues, will not only The 
not ceaſe with moſt hate ful blalphemp, to zcal«. 
| pꝛoue him an outward cöſentoꝛ ts al vn⸗ 
»g | Sractoufneſſe,but alſo moꝛe blaſphemol⸗ 
at 1 80 about to attaint the very 3 of 

ad, 


2 oy 


God ſlana Innacẽcy of Adam belied,foz pet again I 


dered, 


Gen, 3, 


defcended from Adam, into his pꝛogenp. 


BY The way to 7 
God, of ſo much abomination , & wickeb⸗ 
nefſe, as by that generall pꝛopagation, is 


Here haue J ned to beſtur me apace,fo; 
ie J handle not the maſter ale 


this bould chailendge, ſhall quickly bzing 
moꝛe ſiſts about mine eares , then mine 
owne ; but it is no matter, I feare not the 
quarrel, e therefoꝛe muſt I now make it 
good, though I ſeeme to ſtand in bꝛiers vp 
to p chin oz elſe cry creake, like a daſtard 
trauin, fo2 I know defendants moꝛe then 
fo many, y are ready to ſnatch vp p glous 
befoze it come at yp ground. Let vs pet as 
gaine therfoz2 returne to Ada, t with one 
blow oz twaine this fray ſhalbe ended. 
This ma PL 02d ſapd was created accoz- 
ding to his own likenes whom p Pajilts 
doth affirme, fo haue receaued freewill to 
thoſe enill, by d pꝛerogatiue of his firlt e- 

ffate:but God therin is ſlaundered g that 


ſap, euil was not tht in y wo2ld,e therfoze 
J perceiue not, how God did ſet befoze 
him fire water, t comit the acceptace of 


either to his chovſe; but I finde Þ he ſaid 
bnto him, thou ſhalt not taſt of the tree, if 
thou doſt, thou ſhalt die the death: goꝭ ti 

the:the will of God was al wales righte- 
0 ' ons, 


2 1 
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gus, euen ſo was Adams freneſſe , frely 
righteons, atroꝛding top righteouſnefſe 
of God,ſane that it was chageable:but if 
the defendant will not foz Game ſay,that 
inkull appetite is righteouſnes, either let 
him conkeſſe that Adam had the ſame ap⸗ 
recite, p did cary him from his pure eſtate 
ſomewhere elſe, thẽ immediately from p 
hand of God by creation: oz elſe, let him 
conclude againſt God, that that vncleane⸗ 
neſſe of Adam, came from an vncleane 
vozkematifter : oz at the leaſt that Adam 
was neuer the image of the rightcous 
God. ſo conſequently pꝛoue God a liar, 
n that he did ſo call him, If all this be to 
topurpoſe, I deſire to be reſolued, how 
the Papiſt hath not done open wrong to 
God, and wherein my aſſertion is faulſe. 
\ Wihev fay (perhaps that which they ſhould 
| Wit)that only the nature of God,Jmeans 
his righteouſneſſe accoꝛd ing to which he 8 
treated Adã hath ſome reſpec of euill, as \ 
iſa p ther pꝛoceeded from p hand of God Note. 
iſnbſface coꝛrupted, naturally inclinabbe 
bb iniquity , but mozeoner, ⁊ moſt vntru- 
„ that God by a palible indifferencv, x 
ike-warme affection , hath giuen his 
we outward conſent,fo all the wicked- 
ee of the wozld , ik this were true = 
Uh "ha 
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32 The way to 2 
ſhal we neuer haue neꝛded Jeſus Chit 
to pay our debt, fozno remiſſion nevet 
if acommilſion bs once granted? but th 
ozd,02 commandenent of God,doth x 
fraine vs at all manner of etrijl,therefo; 
map we [fedfaſtly belæue, that Cod n 
uer gaue man free-wiltto commit enill, 
Pod Sir ler the indifferent gi 
ſentence , whether theſemen haue com 
mitted high treaſon againſt Sor v2 hay 
cited them to anſwer foz them⸗ſalues, 
tuſt accuſation:ifit be found , that A hau 
done them iniury, J will not falle to lan 
ſome wap, to make them ſo large amend 
as my fault ſhall be adiudged ko require 
and ſo to appeaſe their charitable anger 
vealemots if they, be formd to haue rorapned no mos 
be ordered modeſty oz defcnce,foz the righteduſneſ 
bythe of GO D then his owne wszd „let thei 
word. zeale (a GS Ds name) be condenne 
as fooliſh, and that J may vſe the wong 
of the Apoſkle, without knowledge: an 
thop at laſt leane off their fre-will ag 
meritorious righteouſneſte, and reueren 
Rome 10.2*]p giue place to the woꝛd of God wh 
is not aſhamed thus bouldly to plead ! 
the behalfe of his omnipotencv, and 1!Y 
uidence in ruling, and diſpoſing the ic 
ons of all things. ws 
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The Lord did harden, the heart of Phara Efe r 2: 
a He ſent an euill oro to vexe Saule, Hee 3 * 
hath appointed cui and put a ſpirrit of ly- 1 Kia, 250 
ing into the moũth of the Prophets, H He@2 3. 

cauſeth man to depart from his tears He Esa 7.62. 176 
ban ſent frong geluſion, thatlies might be v 2 fabna 
beleeued : Hee raiſeth vp the euill in the a 
houſes of his owne ſeruants. Hee doth Rom 1.28. 
make peace, and create euill: He giveth vp Excł · 14.9 
into a reprobate minge :Hee doth all the 
eulll that is in the Citty : He deccaiiegh the 
Prophets which bee deceiued ;, ſtretcheth 

forth his hand vpon thoſe Prophets, that 
him - elfe hath deem, and deſſroyeth 

them from amidds his People, and yer it 
alwaies all holy and r ghtcous. 
Meilnotwithſtanding theſe, 4 whole 
thouſands of ſach litze, vhich craſh < 
poetes the r- will of. man and mo 
ſtrongly vnderpꝛop the oꝛdinante ok God, 
pet may not thinke thus ro packe vy my 
my pin2s and bee trudging, lent J ſme 
ll to rpvumph befo2e the bigozy , and to 
all boaſt of a,blaſt / that. ſhaketh no cozne,, 
Therefo:e baving ſetled my. lelfe once. 
againe to my defence, at length there 


if 


As 


ara ? fayth maiffer Aduerfary , 
D von 
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pou will fo malapertly , auonch that 
| Obiadtion, Adam, had notfre&-will, it ſhall come to 


paſſe that in that action of falling ,he hay 
K — will at all, and (o conſequentip that 
GO D did vſe ſome actuall 5 
which being graunted, how A pꝛay you 
could God puniſh him, 62 2 his polterity, 
as being deiected in the lame fall; Fa 
ſooth J anſwere; ; That after ſach time 
as Adam had ginen eare to Satan, 
his heart began to kwell, and ware 
fo vigge with concupiſcence that hee 
would needs ffrike ſaple to his owne 
milfoztnne : pee ſ now J goe about 
nothing leſle then to robbe, apd diſ- 
popls Adam of à will, that wag free 
bnto cuill. 

But my purpoſe is that Sathan be 
accompted the mediate Authoz thereof: 
Fo? ſarely it can in no wiſe be a kinne to 
that wil which was ginen him of GOD, 
except it were poſſible foz G O D td 
bane a ſinfull will alſo, to whoſe like- 
neſſe h& was framed, as we haue al- 
ready pzoned. 
Nay Jſapmozeoner , that as the will 
of Adam befoze his fall was free bnt9 
rightoonſneſſs , and to the 2 4 
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| cuerlaſting life. 3s 
O D; euen ſo after hee had giuen his 
conſent vnio Satan, that his will, and 
conſequently, the will of his ofſpzing, 
was alwales fres bnfo euill, and the 
ſervice of ſinne , not able of it ſelfe, with- 
ont the grace of GDD,once to riſe vp to 
bchold the beauty of righteonſnelle, noz 
to thinke a good thotight; ſoz it is wait. 
ten. After yee were the ſeruants of ſinne, Rom, 6, 2g 
yee were free from righteouſneſſe : all are 

gone out of the way, they are all corrupt, 
there is none good, no not one: the Lord 11744 
ſaw that the wickedneſſe of man was great 1 * 
in earth, and all the imaginations of his Gen. 6. 3. 
heart, and thoughts, were onely euill con- 

innally oo : | 
Ockre if the heat af mine -Adnerſa- 

ties were ſo farre palf, that they wonld 
panſe and bzeath , J might take spoztu- 
nitp to let kalt this one feble ſtroake, 
if Adam in his righteous eſtate, and 
digh perkecion, had power fo doe the 
will o God, if he would; and pet did fall 
th:ongh infirmity, how ſhall the PapiiF 
(that of him⸗kelfe, hath not power to 
think one good thought) calfill the whole = i 
Law, and deſerne-ſo bountifully faz THe folly 


law, and def Ne 
Jurvſelfe,and luch of via! I e 


, - — WO 1469} . Ms 
j . Abate 


— — 


— 3 —ů Ds — 


36 The way to 


friendly conſider his paines: Alaſſe pode 
ſoule ', hee had neede to fand hard to 
his tackling , and fo ply his lumps 
apace,oz elle I fears me he will be taken 
tardp, with hypotrites and deceiuers of 


men. 
Well all this while doe Jheape whot 
toales vpon mine owne head, foz having 
granted, that the firſt mans fall did ſpꝛing 
out of that boſome of infirmity, now 
Obiection. mult J p2epare my ſelfe to beare this 
counterbuff, fo: ſaith the adnerſity ,now 

are pte taken like a deſperate Cockerell 

of your Father Manicheus owne h20od, 

Foz how could infirmity deſtroy the li 
neaments and god parts of man, and get 
the goale againſt all that vprightneſſe 

wherewith God indued him. 

J antfwer, it is true ind d: Ergo what 
an abſurdity ariſeth out of free/wil? ther- 
koze if J bad not tranſferr'd the whole 
inte roſt of things ere now to the Diuine 
pꝛouidence of God, pet alt al this obiec⸗ 


; 
: 
oy 
4 
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tion come to late, 
Reaſ. By the proceſſe of this circum- 
_— ſtance I perceiue that Adam had once 
power to ſtand, and obſerue the Comman- 
Aement of God, if he would, but in chat " 
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everlaſting life. 37 
got only would not, bur alſo on the other 
ſide wilfully & like a rebell did caſt downe 
im- ſelfe, and his offipring into baſe miſ- 
fortune, from the top of felicity, ſurely it is 

oſt wonderfull to me:whereof there yet 
uiſeth this queſtion , Why would he not? 
Reli. Doubtlee J cannot adnertiſe 
the of à moze fozceable cauſe, then the 
minance of God: but if thou wilt, wee 
nay pet ſpeake moꝛe plainly. ö 
Therefoze it fared with Adam in The cog 
hat eſtate , as now adapes it doth with why adam 
nany men, that will not haue great fell. 
lenty of money in thetr coffers,becauſe 
hey cannot got it. Do Adam would not 
ontinae in his integrity ( foꝛ in truth he 
A willingly) b:cauſe he conld not reſiff 
he oꝛdinance of his God: but lea wes 
Way ſ@me to wander without sur lifts, 
et our Hauiour Chiſt witncſle the 
thin this. caſe ; Cone ye AE of 
y father((aith he) poſſeſſe the kingdome 3122 
repared DT you ent the foundation a 
the world; Againe, hee is called the Apoc. 18.8 
mbe ſlaine from the beginning of the 
orld. Therefoze let vs conclude, that if 
e Lambe were flaine from the begin⸗ 
in (whereof wee may not doubt, in as 
D 3 much 
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much as the Doly Gb hath 
it) and the kingdome of heauen (tt mama 
king gome n me me that wee ſhall inioy 
thꝛongh Ieſus Chriſt) were pꝛepared fo 
|. the chitdzenof God, befoꝛe the foundati- 
uns of the world, that the fall of man 
- was p2cpared in like manncr': fp2 the 
one canns: be withont the o hex. 
Rea Verily in this wonderful lecret il 
{o, Reaſon doth vtterly fajle me. 

Reli. Anſwer thy tele, it was not fo) 
naught that the Apoltle himſelfe baning 
waded in this matter, whoſe infigh. was 
neither to be meaſured by reaſon no? the 
art p2oſpectiue, was fo2ced to caſt down 
himſelk in this humility. O the deeper! 
Nom. 1133 ches both of the wiſdom, & knowledgeo 

Cod, how vnſearchable are his iudgmẽts, 

& his waies paſt fuiding out: It ſhalbe the 

part therefoze of all the childzen of God 

although they faile to compꝛehend (f 

Gods is. crets of his ynſearchable wiſoome, with 
cretsto be-the Apoſtle to belæue, wher humane wi 

briecurd, dome ceaſeth : and not to reiea the trut! 

| (which we know by ß ſcripture ) heckull 
they are not able alwajes to difcry it. 

Rel. Truly I haue v ot much to ſay 4 

thee, notwithſtanding it ſeemeth yet thi 


beryicen Gods prouidence,and mans — 
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wil, the tiuth hangeth in doubtful ballice. 
Reli, Well 3 grant, it may ſeme ſo 
pf vito reaſon , J will theretoze ſhew the 

two reaſons,that ſhall conclude the mat- 
ter; when God had ſet befoze him that 
wonderful malle, out ef which he fozmed 
heauen and earth, e all things that they 
both do containe,wee are to bethinke vs 
whether he did behgld man, koz whom he 
made the wozld, and were well aduiſed 
what enent ſhould follew him: if hee 
were not, where is then that fozeknow- 
ledge appertaining to the wiſedome of 
God, wherof the $ poſtle ſayth, The feun- 


ſeale, he knew who were his: And in ano⸗ 
ther place, coupling to the ſame foze⸗ 
mowledge, his own wil: whom ſaith he, 
the Lord hath forcknowne them alſo hath 
he predeſtinated that they might bee like 


grant this fozeknowledg, which without 
doubt, without great wickedneſſe, wee 
cannot deny , becauſe wee ſhould accuſe 
him of ignozance , and ſo in effect allow 
him foz no God at all, then is the conclu- 
fon both true and eaſte, that albeit the 
totall of mans demerites were in the 


aimightp eye of his perceiutng that man 
D 4 wou 


Two nota. 
ble realons. 


dation of the Lord is ſure and hath this 2. Iĩm. 2. 23 


the Image of his Sonne: It vnto God we Rom 8. 25, 
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uld apply hin-ſelfe to all kind gf mil⸗ 
deme ans, et did he find nothing that he 
did millike, which he luſfered to happen; 
fo2 he might hane flaid his hand in tune 
good inoug) as J ſuppoſe. - 
The ſecond M ſecond reaſon cleaueth (a fall to thy 
reno .  f:zeknowledge of God, that they may 
| ſcm; kater Conſing, and ſome what — 
Wiſemen rer; ; How beit fg2 as much as it wil giue 
of che great light in the matter, as aiſo becauſe 
toned Reaſon map very well play ber part 
1 5 therein, we will not neglect the ſame: 
Therefoze this it is; Conſſoering that 
the end is the firſt intent of euerp agent 
02 doe, fa that wiſe men of this wazld, 
dur ſeidome take ſuch a thing in hem 
withont an eſpetiall parpoſe what ſhall 
become thereof, which notwithſtanding 
in reſpcet of God are very blocks and all 
their actions of vile regard: We are dili 
gently to — the ſame pur ⸗ 
poſe, ought much moze fo be granted fo 
the God of all wiſedome in that notabls 
ation of mans creation: if it be granted 
(as granted it muſt b: n 


v. Tim. 19 


2-1 -19-the Apoltie doth warrant it, ſaping, In 
me whome wee were choſen when wee 
72 Were Predeſtinate ꝛccording to the 


pur: 
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urpoſe pf him which worketh all things. 
would faine learne of Sim Sophiſter, 
n; whether God hauing appointed our end Efificas 
tune Wcare and tet taine, in his owne vnchan- es. 
I geable purpoſe, had fo:gotten the efficio 
ent cauſes of the ſame,o2 left them to the 
wild hazard of the dice, 02 to the gentle 
turteſte of Lady - foztune. It becauſe we 
lame to carry the head in our owne hand 
(which netierthplefle are fo2 the moſt 
part reſtrained of thoſe things wee 
would) he will ſay,that God had no pur⸗ 
poſe, when yet we were not, what to doe 
with vs. What alle will not laugh, it ye 
ſhall ton ke lle, that, that purpoſe is {nuio- 
lable, ſæing in al earthlo tauſes the L92d 
woꝛketh by meanes! who wil: not thinke 
him mad, that ſhal exclude our thoughts, 
wozds and deerdes, from wozking the 
— of Gods fozeknowledge and pur- 
pole? 
Rea. But if God in this ſort be the wor⸗ 
er all things, it ſeemeth that all free- 
dome of Dodd is bereft, and truely 
this is euen as much as to deny man to be 
a reaſonable creature, 33 
Reli. Although J haue not defraced? ry 
from the freedome of will, ſo much — 
thou 
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thou half canſe to gather that conte; 
quent out ofany wozds: yet fo2 my better 
anſiver to this obiedion, J will vſe the 
helpe of Saint Auguſtine, who faith, It is 
vndoubted that we do will, when we will, 
and that we doe worke, when we worke; 
but to bee able to will, and to bee able to 
worke ; bee bringeth to paſſe in vs, of 
whome it is ſaid, God is he, that worketh 
in vs, both to will, and to doe: àgaine the 
ſame Auguſtine, which of vs(fatth he) dare 
auouch that man-kind was vtterly ſpoiled 
of free-will by the ſinne of thefirſtman? 
freedome periſhed indeed chrough ſinne, 
but it was that freedome, wherewith man 
was created in Paradiſe, free to inioy full 
righteouſneſſe, and immortallity: for the 
Aon a. Which the nature of man ſtandeth in need 
wt Pe: Of grace, according as the Lord him-ſclfe 
g-2.epi.1, doth teſtifie, ſaying : if the Sonne doe de- 
booke, c. a. Iiuer you then ſhall you be free indeed, free 

I meane to liue well, and vprightly:forſo 

farre is it off, that free will did periſh alto- 

gether in ſinners, that by the ſame free wil, 

men doe offend, eſpecially they that take 

pleaſure in ſin, and which being delighted 

with ſinne, doe with pleaſure greedily fol- 
lo their own luſts: thus much * 
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and nol to tontlude, it by that fredom egen 
of mans will which thou failf is bereff, ranted. 
by the doctrine of pzauidence,thou mean 
that man doth not euill willingly , and 
with a plains conſent and tractableneſſe 
vnto Satan the tempfer , ſo farre am A 
fram bereaging him of that will, that A 
affirme, his mind and will to bee carryed 
to euil things moſt willingly:, acco2zding 

to the ſaying, after ſinne, man is free from prooſe. 
righreoulnefſe: foz the moze certainty,let 

a man enter into hunſelfe , and conſider 
whether it be compulſion,that doth cauſe 
him to ſinne. oꝛ his owne voluntary will, 
and J doubt not but he ſhal fone perceine 
the whole fault in his dwae krezwill: but 
if by krerneſſe, Þ meane neuer fo little an 
ablenefte of mans owne pꝛoper ſtrength. 

to perfo2zme neuer fo little god 02 euill? 

J willingly doe embꝛace thy obieaſon; 
namelp, that man hath no kreedome at all, nn 
vnder the warrant of all thoſe places of 77-10 
Scripture which} haue already cited to 
that effect, and many other ſuch : fo2 who 
knoweth not, that if the Lo2d him-ſelfe, 
by his onely mannificent power ſhould 
not continuallp ſuppo2t the wozld , that 
we ſhould anon bee made an hoichpotch, 
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and fumbled n into bitter tonfu⸗ 
lion : how then can we bane the face to 
ſap, that wee haue hability to doe this 
god thing, oz that bad thing, be it neuer 
ſo little, as of dur owne pꝛoper ſtrength. 
On the other-ffoe , if thou meane the 
apiſts deliberating oz chofing fr / wil. 
 Asibeeing authoziſed by God to doe, oz 
not to doe his owne tommandement, 
who will not langh at this folly ? foz how 
can there be fr& liberty giuen, and pet a 
ſharpe reſtraint⸗ againe, as we haue ab 
ready ſard, thaſe frat-williane ceaſe not 
to make the Tozd of ſo groſte and rude 
d Herſtanding, as if god and euill were 
all gd in che eye dl God: but how can 
Wat v3abling-be crae , when the p2ice of 
7iahteouſncfſe wasfaine to be pad, with 
the blood of J:fas Chziſt? oꝛ how tould 
pe call fo2 ſatiſ faction, when as by acers 
taine carcleſnefſe he had conſented to e⸗ 
uell, except he were new; fangled accoz- 
ding to the manner al men e 
s Taft ok all, if( ſap) man were ſo much 
TLoꝛd of himſelfe, that hee had power, to 
ſhape out his own pꝛoper foztune, where 
is that purpole of God become, that we 
* ok euen now it God held that 4 
peſe, 


— 
* 
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pole, how can man +iſpoſe of hinvſelfe? - 
u there cannot be a ſetled determinati- 
on, and purpoſe in God of man , and pet 
Napeculiar power in man to appoint bis 
Jowue end: if by any colour the parpoſe sf 
God might bee denied, which cannot bee 
fo as much as it is written of the chiide- 


g acco2ding to eledion might remaine 
lure; then would all theſe inconueniences 
following; fall out egainſt God. 

1. Friſt and chie felp, that he is careleſſe 
of man, whome in ſuch ſozt he hath giuen 
bp to himſelfſe. by 
2. D2condly, that God is vaine,4 idle: 
fo; how can hes bee sther⸗wiſe, p without 
any mediation oꝛ requeſt, hath done ſuch 
things as him⸗ſelte in no wiſe regardeth. 

3. Thirdly, that the Scripture bearing 
witneſſe of his tender laue, and ielouſte 
aner his people, is falſe, 
4. Fourthly, that he neuer fent Jeſus 
Chuiſt, to pay the ranſom of our inne. 

5. Fiftly,that he made not man fot his 
glozp , with that Angelicall difference 
from inſenſible creatures to ſern? him, 


but 


ten being not pet boꝛne, Which had done Ineonuen 
neither god noꝛ euill, the elder ſhall ſerue ences ſol. 
the yonger . chat the purpoſe ofGod which s 
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but rather fo obay his owne luſt. | 
6. Hixtly,that God doth communitat / 
with ſome fellow parteners, as Sathayn, 
foztune , oz man, in the gouernment al 
thoſe creatures, that be his owne. | 
7. Seauenthly, fo farre as J can per- 
ceaue, we might from hence ſhew pꝛel⸗ 
dents of authozitp that it is not vnlaw. 
fall foꝛ vs to ling care leſſe of God alto. 
gether, foꝛ if God be careleſſe of vs, by 
what meane ſhould he bind vs fo ſo much 
duty and allegiaunce, as he hath commay 
ded by his own wo2y; nap it ſhould ſ@&me 
that we might be careleſſe of ſuch a Ge 
as had in none other ſoꝛt vouchſafed td 
pꝛouide fo2 our ſafety: but we know that 
all theſe are falſe, and therefoze doe finds 
our ſeldjes maſt bound fo ſerue our God 
inal thankefulnes,and dutiful obedience, 
Now Sir, if Pater Adnerſary will 
caſt abont , arid come vpon me with this 
double blow „ Acco2ding to his cuſtome, 
and ſay, God fozeknew indeede krome⸗ 
nerlaſtingivho were his, and accoꝛding to 
the ſame fozeknowledge, determined of 
man all after his defart ſhonld requier; 
t that ancwerable to thepzopoztion of his 


gend oz euill, God did fozeſce and purpoſe 


fo ſhape out his rewards fo; him, _ 
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je Lailo2;that foz ſauing ot cloth cuteth 

Water the ſcantiing ofhis meaſure:Jleans 

the Apoſtle to doe my une ſlage in his eare 

which other-wiſe map ſeeme to call him xom.g.r x; 

doth examine actording to election, not of 

xorkes,biit of him that calſeth:and againe Rom · 12. 
hat election is of grace & not of workes, 

On the other fide , the ouerſitting of flat 

conttaries doth require, that the repꝛo⸗ 

ates 02 of caſtes , ſhould be rejected ac⸗ 

toding to the tudgement of God, whom 

he had pzepared foz his glo2p to deſtruc⸗ 

tion: fo2 ſo doth the Apoſtle witneffc ; be- 

des this alſo , very reaſon doth inſtruct 

8, that as aften as the Scripure maketh „ 

mention of the pꝛedellination ofthe cho- Therepro- 

ſen ſo2t , ſo oft is the pꝛede ſiination of the bare pre- 
kepꝛobhats confirmed! Now therefoze fo deſtin:redy 

fins free wil his packing penny, we may 

boldly ſay,Þ if freewil be, Gods pꝛauide- 

ncets not:if Gods pꝛonid nce is, let thefs 

eſtimonies ſuffics, He is with every little 

bird y falleth on the ground he feedeth the Providence 

ox {\zuens & prouideth for euery foule of the Mat. 10. 29. 

ire: he numbreth the heares of our head, * on 

& ſuffereth not on heare to periſh without x 12 f x 

| bis wilzhe diſpoſeth the lots: he telleth our l 

laies, numbreth our monthes , and 2 

tet 
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0b. 24. 3. teth our bounds : which we ſhall not pafl 
&c,To pꝛoue that fte will is not, J cray 
none other witnelle then S. Aug tine 
writing vpon the 2. Epiſtle of lagh 
chap. 10. I can ſee nothing(faith hee Jin} 
— Scriptures giuen by God in com 
mandement to man, to praue that man 
by Augu. hath free will, that may not hee found ei- 
ther to be giuen of Gods liberality, or re 
quired to ſet forth 5 affiliance of his grace, 
Reaſ. What thinke you then, oi the per- 
miſſion, ot ſufferance of God , whereby hee 
is ſaid to ſuffer ſinnes. 
Reli. If inſufferarce, wee obſerae a. 
waies this thing , that God wozketh not 
p2operly in the wicked, but doth leaue 
them ouer to Satan,and their ownluſf: 
and pet reſerue his pꝛouidence, that hee 
map not and as an Idle looker on, ſore 
ly wee onght not to reiect it, but if any 
ſhall goe about, ta ſet Gods ſuFerance, 
and his will at odd:s , hee will = his 
labour, and p2cue himfelfe afole. Mere 
bpaniſaith H. Beza full well, in his bock 
M.Beza; of queſtions and anſwers, if ſufferanc 
bo matched againff willingneſſe, fir{f 1 
ſap it is ſalle and ſecondly viterly againſt 
reaſon. 
0 That 
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3 euerlaſting life. 45 
Chat it is falſe is manifelt by this that i 
god ſaffer any thing ta be don again his 
will, then ſurely is he not God, that is ta 
lap, almighty: But if he be ſatd to ſuffes 

a thing , as though hes were retchleſſe, 

how karre are we kram the opinion of 
Epicurus: It remaineth then, that lwks 

what he ſaffereth to bee done, hee ſnffss 

reth it willingly: herewith doth. Sat | 
Auguſtine agrie ſaying : If wee ſuffer ſuch Auguſl. N 
25 ate vnder our correction, to do wie- gainſt Iuli- 
kedly in our ſight:? Wee muſt needs bee an, lib. 5, 
thought aeceſſarieg to their witkedneſſe, f · 3. 


o 


n * ö I. » , 
but God doth permit ſinne to range with- 


out meaſure, euon before his eyes, wherin 
if he were not willing, ſurely hee would 
not ſuffer it in any wiſe , and yet is hee 
righteous notwithſtanding « Now theres 
foze to ſtopye the monthes of cauiliers, 
which in no lence will away with this 
diſtinction of will and ſufferance , but 
mon dos giue ſentence by a neceſſary 
conſequent”, that God is the anthoz of 
ſinne, let vs ſ@ whether the Apoſtle deth 
ſo conclude: what (ſapth he) If God wil- Rom.g. 
ling to ſhew his rath, and to make his 

power knowne , did ſuffer with ang pe: 
tience f the veſſels of wrath , prepared to 
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50. The way to 
deſtruction: Mee ſe hee made ne 
conſcience to binde, 02 knitte vp, the 
will of GO D and his butferance 
together, as by the circumſtance of 
the _ nap moſt — ap- 

peareth: Ergo, thep are all caniilers 
. that doe fay that GD D luffereth any 

thing that hee hath not willed befoze 
hand. COP, 

Reaſ. Thus haſt thou not onely defen- 
ded, and very ſufficiently proued the pro- 
uidence of God, but alſo as it were by the 
hayre of the head hated free- will of choo- 
ſing, and all idle ſufferance out of doores, 

which in truch haue beene the profeſſed 
Gods will enemies to the fame prouidence of old 
and puniſhe time: Now therefore I pray you declare 
ment. in what fort G OD doth will fin, and yet 
Iuſtly puniſh it with that dreadfull deſtruc- 

tion of body and ſoule. 
Religi.Thou kno weft the will of God 
is encly the rule of righteouſnelle, 
Exod. 14.4. from whence if is his gosd will and 
pleaſare to bee glo2ificd : foz ſo it is 
w2irten of Pharaoh, therefoze doth hee 
will, oz ſuffer it iuſtip, and becauſe 
that Commandement oz Lawe, where 
by hee limiteth the conrſes of right?- 
puſnefſs 


— gag — 


euerlaſting life. Fo 
buſneffe , is not onely franſgreſſed 
but alſo no ſparke of inclination found 
in man to perfome the righteouſ- 
nelle therein requpred , therefoze 
both the L D KD molt iuſtlp puniſh 
Reaſon, But this is no anſwere, for if 
ſo bee the LORD doth appoynt man 
to ſinne fot his glory ſake, and neuetthe- 
lefſe reſtreyning the execution thereof, 
vie his rodde or cortection, ſhall it not 
be ſayd, that God is vnrighteous, in that 
hee ſtrertheth forth kis hand vᷣpon Inno- 
cents? | | 
Reli. Nay rather, her that ſhall bu- - 
ile go? about to knitte the L DRD 
vp in ſuch a traight, that hee map not | 
doe with his own? creatures, which Pro. 16. % 
he created koz him-ſelfe >, what ſee- 
mech beft vnto his wiſedome , doth 
budoubtedly committe double and vn⸗ 
ag abhomination, i ( ſayth 
e P2:ophet ) Woe vnto him that . 
will 8 LY his Maker, a brittle Ei. 45 f 
potſherd, of the out caſt potſherdes of 
the earth, ſhall the clay ſay vnto the pot- 
ter, why doſt thou make mee thus, did 
thy handes fayle thee in thy wotke? 
_ E 2 Wo 
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32 The way to 
Wo vnto him, that ſaith to his father, what 
haſt thou begottenꝰ or to his mother what 
haſt thou brought forth? What though the 
Lord will haue metcy ? And will harden 
whom hee will harden? Is there vnrigh- 
teouſneſſe with God ? God forbid, ſaith 
the Apoſt le: if this n\wer may not ſerue 
ſufficient , take this by the wap which 
we haue already handled : The cauſe of 
fine is reſtant: but the cauſe wherefoze 
Gyme doth become ſinne , md ſo puniſh 
able muſk bee aſcribed to the ozdinance 
Bf God: now who-ſo-ener doth content 
him-ſelfe with this, doth ſake a cable 
bepond ths will of God. Yet wee know 
that darkneſte doth ſernice to the light, 
and finne ( \6 farre as it is willed, oꝛ pu 
niched by God) doth illuſtrate the glozy 
of God. | 

Reaſ. In what fort therefore may 
| wee fay that wicked men doe the will of 
680, a 
Reli. It by the name ot will; ye meane 
that thing, that is pleaſing in the ſight ol 
GD D, and comey the woꝛd doe, to 
right intent ot obteyning, in this ca 
truly, the wicked ſozt, not onely doe not 
ths will of God: but alls wholy ow > 
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euerlaſting life. 53 
away them-ſelnes to the will of Sa⸗ 
tan: But if the wozd will be taken 
in that generall ſignification , to witt, 
foz that thing which the 1 ORD 
hath willingly purpoſed fo bzing to 
pale, and refer the wozd dos, not to the 
intent and purpoſe of the der, but to 
the enent and ſncceffe of the matter, it 
may in no caſe bes doubted, but GOD 
doth execute his will by Satan, and all 
the wicked company of men: As fo; ex- Examples 
I ample :; it is ſayd that the Caldzans 
nll were appointed of God to puniſh the 
©} diſobevient Iſraelites, therefoꝛe as far as 
they wzought accozbing fo this appoint- 
ment which was ſecret, and kept cloſe 
from them, they did the will of God: burt 
foz as much as the d had ginen ns n 
outward cammandement, oz token ts 
2 them, wherby they might bethinke them- 
ſelues, to doe the wozke of God in that 
actian, but did rather hearken to Bouth⸗ 
ie tayers , and obey their owne erueltp oz 
uluct, they did not onely not the will of 
God, but allo oppoſed them-ſelues full 
oe butte ag ainſt it: fo; the commandement 
off ſayth , thou ſhalt loue thy neighbour as 
chy ſelſe: thou ſhalt commit no murther. 
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Sen 15.19. The like wee find of Pharao, purſuin 
85 the peop.c of God: of Toſeph; his 55 
theren, and many other. 

Rea, I perceiue then the will of GOD 
Will to bee j to bee taken two manner of wayes, to 
taken two witte, either for that prouident and yn- 
manner of ITY | 
wrayes, ſearchable wiſedome, not alwayes mani- 

felted to the world, by which al things are 
moſt meaſurably ordred according tothe 
encrlaſting purpoſe of god;in which ſence 
we ought to detract nothing fro the good 
plealure of God, becauſe he ſhould not be 
omnipotent, if any ſmall ſucceſſe of things 
ſhould fal out contrary to the fame: & alſo 
that Gods will is taken for that, which by 
word or commandement, he hath opened 
ynto vs,the performance whereof is onely 
good and acceptable in the fight of God. 
| Reli 2 Do tt is. 

Rea. But may wee not ſay that GOD 
commandeth ſinne, ſeeing he doth after: 
ſort will it. 

Rel. God foꝛ bid: it is the moſt hozrible of 
_ not al blaſphemies:neither is the conſequice 
Jed though ged. Cod willeth althings,therefoze her 
willed, Alloweth al things: fo2 he willeth many 

things, which he doth ſuffer, not becauſe 
imply he doth alow of them, but after 1 


ar” > + > en ©, A o<f a pK»=Ky . . CO oo 


<< = 


{el 


4 . 6 0 / 7, * 


uch lie. 3 ; 


certain manner: foꝛ ſo far as he ſuffereth 
ſo far doth he allow will them: but ſo 
far as he hath reſpsct to the Inffruntents 
)D Il whoſe actions they are, ſs farre doth bee 
„to] diſallow and punith them. 

Lherefozz although we doe faithfnily 
hold, and belæue accozding as wee are 
taught, in the confeTion of Chꝛiſtian 
faith, that God the father almighty wil- 
leth all things , and by his power bzing- 
eth all things to paſſe , euen as hee wil⸗ 
leth them et doth it not follow that her 
ings is the authoꝛ of ſinne, delighted with ini⸗ 
allo quity : 02 that Satan, e men doing evill, 
by do obey Cod, in that they doeuil,oz that 
neal they do the will of God, in that they doe 
nely l euil, therefoze are not to be blamed: foz 
3od. ff belies that, wicked men doe the will of 
God, that is to ſap, thoſe things that are 
o2dapned from enerlalling, they foꝛ the 
molt part doe their owne wozke, that 1s 
to ſap, that which they haue a will in 
them-ſelues and moſt greedy appetite 
to doe,as wee haue often-times (aid al- 
ready. 

Re. I perteiue pour meaning,nenerthes 
les, p̊ it is a ſtrange purpoſe 02 wil hoſe 
effects are not * and familtarly 
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conſenting there-vnto:; yet doe not the 
effects of Gods Oꝛdinance met well iu 
that ſecret purpoſe of God: foꝛ why? the 
ſecret ozdinance compzehtdeth al things 
withont exception : and the Commatyy 
dement doth as it were, countermaund 
all euill, and ſimply allow of none, ſane 
— things onely: Therefozs J would 

aue pou, by ſome example, to make 
theſe things moze capable, which pet doe 
rather ſ@eme ts make God contrary to 
him-ſelfe,thenotherwiſe, *' 

Reli. I will there foꝛe take the caſe to 


{and thus: A King conſulting with him 


ſelfe,and parpoling to declare his honsz, 


ſtatutes, as the beſt induſfry of his ſub⸗ 
tects, hall not be able to obſerue; pzeten- 
ding nenertheleſſe, of his owne eſpeciall 
grace, to bee fanourable , oz merciful to 
ſome, and Vppon the remnant of tran 
greſſo2s , to execute Juſtice: From this 
head ſpꝛing, to witte, the honour of the 
Ving: doe diſtill two ſtreames, the one 
foz his belaued ſubiects to dzinke af, and 
line , the other fox the malignant, fa 
dꝛolon themlelues in:the courſes of theſe 
twa being made contrary in effect, as in 

i ade” 
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r:ſpectof their pꝛopertv, by him that had 
the lawe in his hand, bee ncuerthelefſe 
made fall in the boſome of the fountaine, 
and doe mete together againe, together 
in the vttermoſt point, to wit, the honoz 
of a Bing, asa Bee going out emptp, doth 
returne laden with honney to her Hine: 
fo2 as the King without lawes , had bin 
no King,no2 his dignity diſcerned <ſo by 
his lawes his hono2 is become two-fold 
as in puniſhing whome hee lift, and in 
ſhewing inercy on whom he will; fo that 
his mercy and iuſtice (if hee had bad no 
lawes, 02 if his lawes had bene capable 
to all his pple) that had neuer bene 
owne , are two notable pillozs of his 
kingdome to his onely bonoz; and the 
great dꝛead and adiyiration of his ſub- 
jects. Aſſure thy ſeife, that ſo it is in that 
wonderfull oꝛdinauce of the Almighty, 


whole purpoſe isnotofelectionand re- Note- 


pꝛobation, noz of any other ſucceſſe ot 
common things (which notwithſtanding 
be oꝛdereth as is ſaid alreadvy fo much, 
7 of his owne glozp, actoꝛding to the 
aying'. For my glory I created, formed, 

and made man. This thing the heauenly 
wildome of God did perceine might 
come 
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No repug- 
nancy in 
God, 


A wordly 
obiection, 


Excuſe ta⸗ 
ken from 
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come to paſſe moſt conneniently by ſuch 
apzeſcription, as ſhould enfo2ce the liks 
effects to the laiw'afozeſaidi(though in 
the firff man his iullice is very well de- 
fended, ) pet note, alwayes betwene 
the purpoſe going befo2e the law (which 
is the glozy of GOD) and the effects 
of the law (which are his mercy and 
iuſtice) is no repugnancy , but one 
pure and peaceable agreement, fo2 the 
lxw condemning all men in the pur- 
poſe of G D D, dofh ſhew fozth his 
glozp , in the moſt linely colours of 
mercy, ans iuſtice, accozding to his firlt 
intent. 

Rea, What ſhall wee ſay then? man js 
not puniſhed for his due defart , but 
for the glory of GOD : and who! 
pray you, ſhall not accoumpt him mad, 
that will ſtrike a horſe beeing teathe- 
red , becauſe hee doth not feed at li- 
berty. 5 

Rel. Nay rather who ſhall not accompt 
him moze then twiſe beſides him-ſelfe, 
that doth reſemble the image of God, to 
a bzute beaſt - Did not God gine vnto 
man vnderſfanding, will and ableneſſe 
to ſtand vpꝛight, till ſuch time as he 2 

y 
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fally foꝛlvent it, aſwell as hee gaue him 
a commandement ⸗ belides this, al- 
though the hozſe bling lawfullp, as in 
reſpec of himſelfe!(haning kind, his na- 
turall miſtres, foꝛ his warrant) the bene- 
fit of his teacher, ſo that al fault ( if kaults 
may be hecre rehearſed,) reſteth in the 
teatherer, and none in the teathered, ep⸗ 
ther foꝛ feeding , 02 not feding ; what of 
this? to whome had GOD done in- 
iurv, ik he had tredhimto that teather⸗ 
that hee were as inſenſtble as a blocke 2 
is not hee the true and onely owner of all 
things? Jthe be, to whom is hee bound, 
; that he may not vſe the benefit ok his will 
1% without contronlement : ſhall the pot 
ut F ſay to the potter, hy haſt thou made mee 
I F thus? thus doft thou le the falſhod of 
id, Dimplies , whereby the wilp w2ans 
„er glers of the fpo2ld , doe often times 
l. p:one them-ſelues moze doultiſh, then 
dqultes, meaſuring G O O with earth⸗ 
wt iv things, and his wildome by their 
fe, obne follp. 
fo MPozeoner J p2ap pon , where is that 
to F fine fellow that wil not confelſe himſelfe 
 afianer ; if hee bee a ſinner, ee 
ee 
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Ne man be captious, as though he wore pure any 
buch wrong bnſpotted e what wzong is offered vnto 
at Gods him, it he be caſt into the bottom ot hell? 
ban let me ſ the bzane frewtillian , ſtanding 
molt vpon the pantaples of ſupereroga- 
tion, that is not glad rather to ride at this 
ancho2 : when hee perceineth the ſeas of 
death ready to cloſe him ( Gad is righte- 
Note chi: in gus, I am a w2etched ſhmer , and were 
the Fapiſts. there no deſert abone mine, the toz- 
ments of hell would bee mine inheri⸗ 
kance) then to affirme, that by tbe liber⸗ 
ty of debating on the ends of god and 
enill , hee hath purchaſed heanen by his 
owne wo2thineſle. 
Rea. Well Ipereeiue the miſtery of the 
Adam matter reſteth in Adam our firſt parent, 
| Whoſe fault doth heape the iudgments of 
God ypon his poſterity : but how can it 
ſtand with Gods iuſtice, to puniſh all men 

for one mans fault. 
Reli. Uerilp , and this exception alſo 
might haue ſome god colour, i anp man 
Aczill being fre of his owne fault, could pꝛoue, 
anſvvered · the burden of another mans to bee caſt 
on his ſhoulders : but alaſſe why 
ſhould any man complaine of wong, 
knowing him-ſelfe guilty of ſo _— 
| euille. 


145 
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enills, as are comm his owne na- 
ture: doth it not fare (ſaith Þ. Caluin) 
with ſuch fellowes , as with theues 
which being led to the gallowes , doe ex⸗ 
tlame of the iudge? pes doubtleſſe: but if 
they would canſider how miſerable the 
comfozt is, that is bozrowed of that poꝛe 
reuenge, they would occupy their heads, 
about their owne deſarts which dos 
make them befoze God alwaies giltp ot 
euill deſerning moze then bodily death, 
ard fo2 the moſt part, to bee iuſtip con- 
denned of the wozld , and not bie that 
| malipertneſſe , eſpecially finding there- 
in no remedy. The conclullon is this, 
and my aduice alſo , that ſuch as doe 
find them⸗ſelues græued in Adam, ſeke 
hencefozth to be well pleaſed in Chziſt. 
Reaſ. Surely I haue nothing to ſay a- 
F gainſt thee, therefore I come yet backe to 
that which thou haſt partly anſwered : for 
why? I cannot be ſatiſfied in this wonder- 
full miſtery, of Gods ſecret and reuealed 
will; therefore Ipray you to enlighten me 
once againe, with ſome example more fa- 
miliar,then that other, : 
Reli. Aids mult he wonder and tons 
purpoſe, that goeth about to bee as W 


iſe 
as 


An exam. 


ples of gods 


prouidence, 


fca, 
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as God, and fo vnderfand all the ſea- 
crets of his will (ſaith the Apoſtle) are paſt 
finding out, but againe take the cafe to 
ffand thus; the L 02d that diſpoſeth of all 
things in their appointed ſeaſons putteth 
the partidge into the marlins foote , the 
pꝛetty bird, into the fowlers ſnare , ſel⸗ 
teth the ore loste vpon the fllp wozme, 
bzingeth the ſwelling waters out of their 
channels to the ſtoꝛe-houſe of the pode 
pꝛouident Ant, the little fiſh into the net, 
the lambe to the llaughter-houle, the lion 
ts the hunters hand, and man fo2 his due 
deſart oftentimes to a ſharpe and foden 
death: this GD D in his righteous 
iudgement, hath pꝛe-ozdapned my ſonne 
to die, amideſt the mercileſte wancs of the 


But foꝛ as much as nature, the ene⸗ 
my to wildome, doth not ſuffer miez to 
peeld vp mine intereſt, to the oꝛdinanes 
of GO D ( which you mult ſuppole, 
accoꝛding to ſome exttaozdinary manner 
is diſclolsd vnto mee) J ſap vnto him, 
ſonne aſſure thy ſelfe that no action in 
this wozld ſhall dviſcontinew my fauour 
and good will towards thee, Againe,3 

make 
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make ther LORD, of my whole rene= 
oa | newes , ple ail that I haue, 92 may 
o Inocure foz ther; fo thatſin canſiderati⸗ 
it in hereof ; thun wilt graunt me thy 
th trus and kapthkull alegeaunce in this 
omely popynt ; depart not thy natiue 
(onntry , and J crane no mo2e : fozat 
what time ſo cuer , thou ſhalt com⸗ 
mit thy lelke vnte ſayle and malt, thou 
dieſt the death, there is no remedy; 
thus ſtandeth thy ſafty , tins thy perill, 
thus my hearty requeſt, and thus I 
lane the. Mell, this my ſonne, accoꝛ- 
ung to the manner of men, haaing a 
body at home, and a mind elſe where, 
then where it ſhould be, neither ma- 
king conſcience of my great liberallity, 
tommandement, noz any other goed 
ne- delart, noz pet reſpecting the daun- 
wo zer Bf his owne perſon, like a man 
nes led awap with nouelties, and the try- 
all of ſtrange aduentures, rather then 
eſteming an honeſt life, and the duty of 
of a child (committeth him-ſcife ; to the 
ſafe conduct of Will, that idle and deſ- 
perate loav-\man, and at laſt after 
many tozmoyles , is fozced to fith 
in 
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in the derpes without his boat, like as be 
foe J had told him, chall not the may 
ſeme to do me injury, that ſhall repzone 
me,foz this fault of my ſonne, who euery 
way ſo well and fatherly intreated hin 
as became me:? 
Thus much 7 compare with the Lozd 
of heauen, who created man Lozd of the 
whole earth, ſane that hee debard him 
one tree in the midſt of the garden. But 
if thou happily ſay that all this is not tt 
the parpoſe , becauſe in the affatres of 
this pzoceſſe, J haue concealed no ( 
tret, but imparted my whole purpoſe 
to my konne: well J grant, let vs non 
therefoze p20ced , euen here the caſe ie 
altered, let it bes granted alſo , that be 
foze J begat my ſonne, J ſaw tbe ſequel 
of this matter: howbeit ith it concerne! 
my will, J wonld nat onely obſerne 
mine owne pleaſure in that behalfe, bu 
alſo gine my willing conſent to his ſe 
tall deſfinp. J p2ay pon in this caſe,whi 
thall let me to doe the thing that plealet| 
moe: what hath my ſonne to ſay again! 
mee, oz it hee ſay , and ropine neuer ii 
much, is it not folly to kicke gan 


pꝛickt 


everlaſting life, 35 
pꝛicke ! but if J, in the eye ok reaſon, may 
ſcems ſome⸗what faulty, o2 cruell in this 
action, pet note that which is mot vn 
rightcous in man, is alwaies maſt righ- 
teous in the Loꝛd or heauen, with wem 
no creature doth ſfand in compariſon: 
Pozeoner, ſuppoſe that Ile a blind man 
takeing a direct courſe vuto a daunge- Another 
rous cane, and befoze his fall, 3 ep vnto amy"; 
him and ſav, father be war, end fnrne the 
backe, (9; enen here at hand is ſuch a per⸗ 
rill, as thzeateneth thy death: che mon, 
not only blind of bodp, but of minde lame 
alſo , not regarding my friendly admoni- 
tion, tumbleth downe headlong, and 
doth bzeake his necke. Js it ſtrenge (o 
le him burnt, that will not come ont of 
the fire ? but no to the matter, let it bee 
graunted, that J (ct him in that wap, foze⸗ 
ſeing his fall, ſhall he not therefo2c be in⸗ 
dited sf his owne death. 

Reaſon, Surely, but here canſt thou not 
goe cleare away without touch, for hadſt 
thou not ſer the blind man in that way, hee 
might right well haue eſcaped that miſ- 
| 3 The like may be ſayd of thy ſonne 
lo. 


E Reli. 


= 75 1 
X R n 3 3 
L 4 9 MES n runs . Oy 


j/ 


6 
7 K 
1 

N 
iu 


+ 

L > J 
| 
* 
4 N 
1 1 
1 Ma, &S 
ö N Wy 
*% : * 
ä i 
1 4 4 
} 0 +R . 

1 
* 


1 


Iles and 


ands to be 


lor. 


66 The way to 


were neuertheleile righteous:true it is, 


ſea to boꝛrow ſome ſmall ſtreame of way 
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Reli. Did J not tcl thee that no crea⸗ 


tuce is ts be compared with God: who 
if hee ſhould damne the whole waozld, 


ſetting the deſert of Jeſus Chzilk apart 


if 4 bad neuer begoͤtten my ſonne,he had 
neuer bin dzowned: But the cauſe ſfan- 
ding bprighr as J left it, canſt thou ſhew 


any reaſon , why J ſhould not beget him, 


ſeeing it was my wil? enen ſo, if God 
had neuer made man, doubtles it had bin 
long ere man bad ſinned: but in thoſe 
things, which wee know the Lo2d hath 
tuſtly done fo2 his owne glc2y ſake, let vs 
be content and leaue off theſe topiſh ob- 
iections, o iffes, and ands, foꝛ what pꝛe- 
tend we thereby, but to ſet the Lo2d fo 
Schole , and to take him foꝛth a leſſon of 
our owne mother wit - who (God knows 
eth)hath much lefſe ned thereof, then the 


ter from p30ze bꝛokes, which the Sunne 
hath d2ied by. 

Rea. Wel then, conſidering that nothing 
in the whole world cometh to paſſe raſh- 
ly, or caſually , but according tothe will 
of God, that is to ſay, his ordinaunce, may 
it bee ſaid that God hath appointed any 
: SS thing 
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thing that hee miſliketh, where-upon hee 


doth take occaſion to Minifter iuſtice? 
Rel. Doubtleſſe it muſt be graunted, 


that whatſor ncr God bath appointed is God aps 5 


pointed all 


appointed attogether willinglp, and 


variable oz to be conffrained ts will thoſe 
things that he willeth: but kay thy felfe, 
herein appeareth the wonderfull wiſdom 
of God:foz thoſe things that in their own RN 
p:oper nature are naught , hane pet be⸗ sinne hath. 
ſoꝛe him great reſpect of godnelle, where⸗a relpec 4 
bo it commeth to paſſe, that ſine exac- Soodneſle. 
ting at the hand of God, the due execu⸗ 
fion of iuſkice, in reſpect of his oꝛdi- 
naunce, is no ſinne, but zighteouſneſſe 
rather: 

Rea. How proue you that? 

Reli. Js it not pꝛoote enough, t p20ne 


that it concerneth his endlefſe gloꝛpẽ if if 


de, remember thy ſelfe what J haue ſai” ( 
already thereof befoze, this directory in 
the margeant, ſhall bring thee to the 
place. 


Moꝛeouer we may pꝛoue it this, Cod ; 
laueth his choſen by the death of his 
fonne, fo2 ſo is it writen in the Epiſtle o 
F 2 Paule 


with! things wile. 
ont wmiſliking , otherwiſe might be ſeeme lin 2 
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| we. 6 Paul fo the E pheſians : But God ſouth 
/ haue ſaued no kt in his ſonne, ik there 
had bene no finne , but rather the Holy 
Ghoſt might haue told a ive; Ergo, in 
reſpect of Gods oꝛdinante it is inft ti that 
man is a ſinner. 
Againe , it is greatly to the gloꝛy of 
God, that he ſheweth mercy to finners: 
but if finne had not bene, man ſhould 
haue needed no mercy : Ergo in reſpec of 
Gods glozy , it is god that man is wick- 
ed : finally, it is greatly to the glozy of 
God, that hee doth inffly puniſh ſinne: 
but if there had berne no ftnne at all, his 
iuſtice had | bene vtterly unknowne oz 
obſcured, Ergo in reſpct of GD DS 
glozy. it is neceſarp that ſinne be in the 
world. 
Keaſ By this reckoning wilt thou mako 

ſinne no ſinne. 

Reli. Not befoze it ceaſeth to offend 

God in the b2each of his commande- 
ment. But 7 ſay pea, and that well ad- 
uiſed, that in reſpect of the glozy of 
f God it is god that ſin ſhould be, e better 
3.14417. then god (if better may be)as it is wait- 
5 ten in Exodus. I will harden Pharao his 
[ heart, and hee ſhall follow after you, 11 
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I will be glorified in Pharao and in all his Rod. 16 
hoaſt and in his Chariots and horſemen. ee 
Neuertheleſſe J aſſure thee that ſinne of 
the owne nature is ſo monſtrous, chat it 
deſerueth ſome name moze #dious then 
ſinne, becauſe the defilements thercof 
haue in ſuch wiſe beſpotted the nature 
of man, that the lluces of Heauen are o⸗ 
pened thereby, and the tndgements of 
God daily powzed down vpon vs, which 
is well verified in that generall guer⸗ 
flowing of the wozld. 

Reaſ. But if ſinne be good in reſpect of The diffe- 
God, whoſe glory is wrought, and euill in rence of 
2 of the workes, how commeth the good aud 
difference, _— 

Reli. Yolw oft ſhall J anfwer this 
queffion? thou knoweſt, that mans oꝛi⸗ 
„ ginallnature was ſoumd, whereof could 
tome none but ſound fruite, but after 
that nature was co22upted by wilkull 
„ diſobedience , from thence muſtnedes 
ſpzing the rotten kruite of inne: ſo that 
ft I all thedifference came by the wil of man 
ve I and fo conſequently reſteth in man, till 
luch time as hee is regenerated , beeing 
then by imputation clothed with the 
nghteouſneſſe of Chaiff. 
F 3 Rea. 
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Rea. But God him. ſelfe the ſou eraigne 


worke-maſteris ſaid to worke all Lange: 
Ergo, he worketh ſmne. 


Rel. If by the lame wozke of his, thon 
meane his almighty power, that vphovl- 
deth the wozld, and all things therein, 
without which nothing can containe it 
ſelfe, J grant that Tull things are 
wꝛought — God, that is to ſay mediatip 
83 by the ſame power, becauſe no thoght 
of wickednefſe, muchleſſe any erccrable 
action could burſt out if he would take a⸗ 
wap that life 4 irength that he lendeth 
men, which pꝛeſume to play the rebels 
ug ainſt him: but if by the wozkmyg of 


inne, thou doſt ſuppoſe the hand of Gov 


to be immediately ſtretched fozth,toper- 
foznie any. wicked action, oz elſe that 
ſimne happeneth by his together wozking 

with ſinnefull inſtruments: ſirſt J deny | 
the conſequence, foꝛ it is faiſe ; and ſe- 
condly J condemne it f22 the molt wick 
ed ot all blaſphemies : my reaſon is this, 
the name of ſinne tannst agree with 
O D. who is the ſoueraigne roote 
of all righfeonſnefſs : the nature of ſinne 
cannot once lap hold thereof , n 
| Rs 


* . 


one l. 7 Er 5 


tis buchangeable, noꝛ vet can the paine 
of ſinne touch that thing „that is not 
fultn : and pet of neceſſitp ſhould all 
th: fe follow againſt God, laring his hand 
toiniquify : therefoze 4 conclude thus, 
the name, the nature, no; the paine of 
nne, are any thing accidentall to the 
nature of God, but all theſe thi& are 
ned, foſtered, and found in the ſonle 
and fleſh of man: Ergo man ts not the 
inſtrument ſo much "as the cauſe of 
inne. 
Reaſ. It ſeemeth therefore that the 
Nvorke of the inſtrument, and the wo ke of 
God vſing the inſtrument, goe not alwaies 
joyntly together. 1 
Reli. This donbtlefſe is very true, nens 
fo the wozke that ſhould alwapes ber times made 
nut one in the opened will of G O D, double, 
is okten-times made two-fold by. the 
vozker: pet G OD by his power 
vozking in all things, wozkety alwaves 
vell, and is glozified , and the infirn- 
ments net regarding his commandes 
ments, but obeying their owne Inſfes, 
doe alwayes wozke ill, and are iuftly 


mithed. 
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that the worke of God in the good, and 
the worke of the good by vertue of the 
Holy Spirit, which worketh in them, are e. 
uer one. : 
Rel. J graunt tt, fo2 ſo farre dos they 
woꝛke together, that God dath wozke in 
them to will , and perfozme the god 
wozkes of the Poly Ghoſt, and they fo; 
the allurance of their well wozking, doe 
guide them-ſelnes by the light of his 
wo2d. Do then maiſt thou perceine that 
although by Satan, and the moſt wicked 
men, the iuſt decræs and councels of 
God are executed, yet are they thereof 
foz the moſt part ignozant, and becauſe 
they obaythem-ſclues,not regarding the 
will of God, their woꝛkes are made 
doble.Of this we haue ſpoken ſomwhat 
befoze by the example of Ioſeph, his we 


theren. Pharao, and the Caldyes puniſh 
ing the diſobediont 1ſraclices : but that 
notable example of our Hauiour Jeſus 


Chꝛiſt, doth vet make it moze euident te 
our vnderſtanding, Chziſt was the 
good inſtrument, ont of whome God 


wꝛought the pardon ol our W 
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who befoze lay faſt bound under ſinne. 1(ar.26, 15 
This inſer ument at all times, and in all 
things, ſhewed himſelfe obe dient to the 
will of his father, whereby it is manifeſt 
that he alwapes w2ought wel with him; 
but on the other fide , what bloudy but- 

chers were the Jewes , which in them 1. Pet. 2. 19; 
felues did cauſe the wozke of God to be- 

come donble, 
Cbꝛiſt being a pure imocent, without 

one ſpot of ſinne,and ſuch a one as neuer 

gaus offence did they crucifie, not regar⸗ 
ding any thing that had bene told them 
by the P;ophets. 

herby neuertheleſſe it came to paſſe 
that GD D perfozming that thing by , 
them. which befoze all woꝛlds he had ap⸗ 48. 
pointed to be done, did exterding merti⸗ 
fall and well, and they peelding to their 
owne tyzanny committed the molt hozri- 
ble murder that euer was, 

Rea. Well then to make an end of pro- The fall «f 
uidence, tel me I pray, whereto ſha) we aſ- Adam 
cribe 5 fal of the firft man? l mean whether came _ 


to Gods enforcing, or to his forſaking. 9 


Reli. Doubtleſſe his falling from Gad (:kiog, 
ought fimply to bee imputed to Gods 


Tang? fozif we ſay that G DD did 
infozce 


74 The way to 
Inkoꝛce him by any compulſton, J can⸗ 
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not perce iue, but we burthen him with a 
inaraailous vntruth, notwithſtanding it 


came by the neceſſity of Gods appoint⸗ 
ment, but foꝛ as mach as that neceſſity, 
toke not away his owne willingneſlo, it 
ſh all neuer excuſe him. So that herein 
rightly appeareth ihe wonderfull wiſe. 
dome of God, who deriuing his gloꝛp 
r ee off befoze ) from the groſeſf 

au fanlts, is neither the canſe thereof 
—— doth ſuffer it to come ts 


paſſe belides his oꝛdinante: He allowed 


ſo much as came from him-ſelfe, ſaying, 
Loe it is good - but now fo2ſaking the 
good, if became enill foꝛ want of God: 
and in the ſame fozſaking Gad ſaffered 
(pet willingly) coꝛruption to crepe bn- 
def His ozdinance , in ſuch wiſe into the 
nature of man, that his owne will 
became the cauſe of that euill act of 
eating that foꝛbidden kfrnite. 

Rea, But why did GOD forfake. 
him , becing righteous in his owne 
11 he. 

Rel. Nap, rather would J haue thee to 
chew ſome reaſon, that ſhould mone God 
not 


is alwapes granted, that the ſame fall 
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Knot to fozſake him, whome he knew it 
moſt expedient to leaue. 
| Rea, Here againe dooſt thou allude to 
the glory of God, but if I might Mill fol- 
low the appetite of reaſon 'Thould de- 
mand 'why God with ſach prepoſterous 
meanes doch exact his glory at the hands 
ol his poore creatures, 
Reli. Truly thou maiſt, but 3 wil take 
a day to anſwer ther, till ſuch time as the 
Iod hath called me to ſit in commiſſion 
about᷑ the affaires of his ſecret tounteli, 
ret if I ſay hee wil bee gloziſied, becauſe 
it is his own wil, what then: Jethece anp Mr, Caluin 
fault? But cake the woꝛds of Paiſter in ks book 
Caluin fo2 thine anſwer in this caſe, who ol oſtences. 
A ith thus. 
The firſt man fell becanſe the Loꝛd 
old iudge it erpedient , why hee ſo 
A indged, is vnknowone to vs: Pet cer- 
| taine hee ſo tadged , fo2 ne other reaſon 
but becauſe hee ſawe, that thereby the 
glozp of his name”! ſhould moſt woz- 
| thily bee ſeffe foozth 2: when {hon 
heareſt therefoze mention made of the 
gloꝛy of God, there thi ok his rightes 
ouſneſſe , foz it muf bee righteous that 
| delerueth pale „ and let vs rather 
| beheld 


Rom. 9. 1 8. 
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behold an enident cauſe of damnation in 
the coꝛrupt nature of mankind, which ig 
nearer to vs; then ſxre foz a htdden am 
vtterly incompzcheaſible cauſe theres 
in the ſecret cauncell ok God, which is 
further from vs: and lot it not greue bg 
fo farre to ſubmit our wit to the bnmea 
furable wiſdome of God , that it may 
peeld in many ſecrets of his, fo2 of theſe 
things which is nepther granted, no) 
lawful to haue knowledge, Jgnozancs is 
well learned, and the coueting of know, 
ledge amere kinde of madnefſe. 
Rea, Well let vs ſtay here, cancerning 
the prouidence of God from which I per- 
ceaue nothing can be excluded, and ther: 
fore in vaine doe men babble ef Fortune, 
Chance, and other caſuall Goddeſles;now 
therefore let ys proceed to the predeſtina. 
tion of God, of which thou oft haſt ſpo- 
ken in this treatiſe of Prouidencs, and firl 
of all I would haue thee deſcribe vnto mee 

what predeſtination is. 
predeſtina · Reli. Trulp the pꝛouidente of God 
tion, hat conſtdered, in that generall fignification, 
it 16, that is to ſay in the fozekno wing, oꝛdey 
ning, oꝛdering, and ending all manner ol 
things, ſo farre as yet Junderſtand, doth 
5 4 com: 
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omp2ehenved the pꝛedeſtination of God 
nd is one ſclfe-ſame-thing there-with: 
zt becauſe pꝛedeſtination may bee re- 
trayned, in a moꝛe particular pzoper- 
„ namely G OW Hoꝛdering and diſ⸗ 
ofing of mankind thus it map bee de- 
ned⸗ | 
Predeftination is the everlaſting , and 
nchangeable decrck of the almighty, 
phich going befoze all canſes , dzaweth 
nan to his appointed end, that is either 
Chziſt to ſaluation, oꝛ elſe in Adam to 
„5 cndicfſe toꝛments 
f hell. 
Eh And what is electionꝰnot the ſame 
ing? 
Rel. Ho, foꝛ that is vfferly vnpoſſible, Eletion 
md againſt all conneniency of reaſon, „hat it is. 
cauſe the Kep20bate is p2edeſtinate, 
is well as the Elec, as witneſſeth Saint Rom. 9. 22. 
lude, but we cannot ſav, that the Rep20- lud. 1.4, 
nate oz off-calf is elected: therefoze 
Election is peculiar tothe good, beeing 
joſen ont of the totall number, and pze- 
eſtination common tothe good, and the 
ad. Ihe mercy 
Rea. But it ſeemeth, that before electi- f God, the 
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elect are ſaued: and then doth the nature 
of contraries require, that the hatred 
or wrath of God, ſhould be the eauſe that 
the damned, are e Ergo, Cod dam. 
neth ſome, not for their fins. , but becauſe 
he doth hate them, 
Reli. It tothe woꝛd hatred, oꝛ w3ath, 
thou hadſt put this little wo2d Jüſt, 
( wherekp God in Juſtice might haue 
calf off the ofcafts , who neuer doth vi 
iuſtip) I would haue liked wel of thy con- 
Sinne the ſ'quent. But J pꝛav pon where did pon 
cauſe of ener find, that God hated man except it 
daiznxion, were fo2 fin? ſhew me the place and then 
will wee conclude againff him, that 
hee hateth his owne wozke: In the 
meane time, content thy lelke with that 
which we hane aircady ſpsken touching 
this matter. 
Rea. Well: but it may ſeeme a hard 
and cruell cafe that ſome ſhould bee ap- 
pointed to damnation, although God may 
iuſtly do it for his glory ſake. 
Cruelty and Rel. J will not ſœ thy folly in theſe 
taltice, two wozds, Cruel and pet Juſt. But pet 
las it may ſeeme a caſe moꝛe harder, i 
God could bee fonnd in the kault ok re 
pꝛobation, wh ereok he is but thr fayling | 
cally 
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cauſe , the efficient being grounded in 
man himſelfe. And if wee may ſpeake of 
the hardneſte of cauſes, it ſ&meth much 
moꝛe harder on Gods behalle, that if he 
coald be p2oned the cauſe of franſgreſ- 
ſion( which is vtterly vnpoſſtble) that pet 


Bath, he map not ple his pleaſure with his 
Tn None creatures. 
J 


Rea. But what ſay you totheſe general! 
ſentences, God would haue All men ſaued, * Zim. 2. 4. 
God would haue all men come to repen- 1. Petz * 
tance. that they might not periſh? 
Reli, Por muſt conſtrue of the woꝛd 
All, in that place, not after theletter :023 | 
aſe auouch to the face of GD D, that 
Jome are dammed whether hee will 
not, therefoze (All) hath relation 
aching here to all ſo2ts of men, in degree and cal- 

ling, that is to ſay , P2inces , Pagi- 

frates , Gentlemen, Bondmen, Ar- The wor! 
Wtificers , and ſuch other, aſwell of Al. 
the Jewes, as of the Gentiles : thug | 
doubtleſſe we muſt expound the wozd . 
Al. Foz GO D fozbid that the Doc- 
Wirine of pꝛedeſt'nation, the very 
uber, gronnd-wozke of ſaluation, ſheuld hang 
p wh ſuſpence fo2 a few *efts that pꝛe- 
capling end outwartly a kind of repugnancy: 


cauſt if 


80 The way to 
if this will not ſulſice, then tredit the 
Apollle ſaping accoꝛding to the whole 
courſe of Scripture: Though the children 
of Iſrael were as the ſand of the ſea, yet 
ſhall but a remnant bee ſaued , Many are 
called, but few are choſen , few enter at the 

ſtraight gate. 55 
Rea. Truly, theu compelleſt me to yeeld 
vnto thee in this point, ſor if God would 
not haue ſome damned, they ſhould in no 
wiſe be damned, that be damned: But here 
againe arifeth a doubt which troublet 
The vnrea» many - If chat neceſſity of things be prefix 
ſorable ob · ed by the eternall decreement, it i ſuper 
2 fluous and a meere kinde of madneſſe te 
gs, i 
teach what euery mans duty is : for why 
all the teaching, and preaching in tha 
world, ſhal not alter the leaſt lor of God 
determination. 
Reli. Inderd this is the onely refs 
whereto the fore flpsth, being hunte! 
from euerp other haunt : But the Lo!! 
will one day vnkennel him, when his cal 

t carkaſte both, ſhal pay tribute to the: 

ther offoxes, if meane whiles hee of 
not to God a moze acceptable ſacrifice 

Theſe be they that make ſhipwracke 
all religion, although fomewhiles vndt 
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the vayle thereof, thep wonld ſeme fo2 
credit ſake , to haue ſome little ſmacke of 
the feare of God : But they which be the 
thildꝛen ot GD D, either know 92 will 
kno lo, yca and the wicked alſo ſhal know; 
not only that in that ſecurity which they 
would dꝛaw from hence, reffeth the vt 
ter contempt of Chriſt, and of all true podrine 
inowledge ot God, but allo that doctzine vnder (er- 
is appointed as an vonder ſernant to the uam. 
Loꝛd, whereby he doth jnftfly accompliſh 
that which he had purpoſed touching his 
elect,as alſo the repꝛobate. 
Therfoze I pꝛap you what is the dzifk 
cf this obiection other then that the Loꝛd 
ſhould leane al things at large, actezding 
to the opinton of Epicure, and the Pap iſt 
to a careleſſe happening, whereby mat? 
foꝛ his behoofe , pauſing bpon his owne 
Waies, might addzefſe himſelfe, as ot his 
owne pꝛopet power, to will and wozke 
e theſe things, that ſhonld win Saltation? 
is calf truly if they were called together among 
the fol tgem all, is not one to he found , that can 
ee de cle are him⸗ſelfe ofthis intent. oY: 
acrificey There koze it is mani felt, that they ars 
acke i not enemies alone to the p2edeſtination 
s vnde f & O D, attoꝛding to whoſe fozeknow. 
y 8 _ ledgs 
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fozcknowledge a couenable neceſſity ot 
Do tine things - p:eſcribed, as beſt 8 
leaueth the his 0 ency : but alſo that they are 
reorobate Angry with fre tufification, where-vpon 
n ex · they will either conuey them le lues into 
= the place of Chꝛiſt, oʒ at leaſt become aſſif 

tant in bis office. | 
But why ſhould the repzobate bimſclfe 
accompt Docirine vanecefſarp, albeit he 
will not pteld bimſclfe ghedienteis he not 
thereby left vtterlx without excuſe befoze 

the Loꝛde 

Pozeener it is commanded to be 
ſette befoze the repꝛobate, not berauſe 
it might infercept that thing that Cod 
1 | hath purpoſed of bim, but that bp his 
eee incredulitp, it ſhould appeare and bee 
election. moꝛe maniſeſt, bow fo:ceablo the grace 
of (ſecret elecion is. : fo: wherein map 
the ſame moze euidently bee perceined 
then when in one {elfe ſame doctriae, 
 andin one ſelte fame calling, there ſhould 
fall aut among theſe men ſondzy oz leue⸗ 
rall ettects, one renerently to imbzace it, 
another ſtuboznely to ſrozne and re- 
tect it: and the third ſozt, to Rand in 
a luke- warme and careleſſe quandary, 
d tc oz not to er 


eiterla ing life. 
were all one thing: Againe, there is no 
doubt; as it pierceth the hearts of the 
thoſen,and doth lead them as it were by 
ta the hend to confozmity of life, whereby 
to their great comfo2t, they ſeale vp to 
their conſciences their eledion: euen ſo 
it ſtriketh the hearts of the wicked, and 
often⸗times doth reſtraine their mali⸗ 
partneſſe, albeit it p2orede from the 
mouth of a man: laſt of all, if thoſe, bun- 
reaſonable Cauillers chuld bee content 


ly , the Apoſtles ſhould ſone perſwade gels. 
them, how neceſſary doctrine is. They 

zeached pꝛedeſtination, and the free 
election of God, nofwithitanding they |. 
were well afſufed , that not anely them⸗ 
ſelues, but all that were pꝛede ſtinate to 
life , were in no caſe remoueable from 
the eſfate of ſaluation. Rn; 

They knew alſo on the contrary part, 

that the tepꝛobates by no induſtry could 
inherit the kingdome of GED ; and als 
beit bof0ze thev2 faces , whole thon- 
lands were caughe with this lime- 
twigge of Sathan,and did klpple them- 
lelues with the dꝛuntzenneſſe of dioeliſh 
leturity: pet J lay , were the Apottles 
2 neuer 
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Wiſe men 
of the world plainely affirme, that the Doctrine — pre- 


| The way to 
neuer the colder, to walke in | \ eir dul 
and offices , but paine fully, an! 15 
all diligent care and endeauour., tot 
tontinuall danger, and laſt with the laſt 
of their lfucs , dilcharged them-ſelues 


thereof, 
Rea. But wiſe men of this world, doe 


deſtination, oughr not to be taught, or at 
leaſt is not couenient to bee taught before 
common people, becauſe they are not able 
to comprehend i it. 
were any thing me in the wiſedome of 
GO D, this would be farre from their 
thoughts, and twiſe ſo facre from their 
tongues. Foz Jpzay you what did moue 
the 4 O D to reueale the ſame Doc- 
trine, ſo plentifull in his wozd ? Some 
intent of ſecreſfe - Shall the ſunne neuet 
Hine becauſe all are not able to comp2e- 
hend it with their bodily eyes 2 Let thi 
fame wiſe men gate bpon the ground 
fo; that is the treaſozy of their vnder- 
Eanding: they cannot perceiue how ont 
little grafge groweth , and ſhal che earl 
therefoze not ye&ld her increaſs as tht 


Id doth appoint e Wien and ſects l 
cauſcÞ} 
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cauſes may lawfnlly pꝛeuent common 


* 


p2ofits, then ſhall it behwue vs 10 wart 


e 
moꝛe ſharpe fighted then men, o 
to haue another wozld. | 

Thoſe men whatſocner they pzetend 
haue (mall regard of Gods frue ſernice 
oz honour: therfo2e is there no cauſe that 
the truth of GD D ſhould bee diſkem⸗ 
bled fo2 their number 02 authozity , be if 
neuer ſo great. 


from labour vnto wantonneſſe, do go after 
their luſts: muſt therefore that be thought 
falſe, which is laid of the foreknowledge 
of God? And will we not alſo ſpeake, that 
which the Scripture beeing witneſſe, it is 
lawfull to ſpeake?by likelyhood we are af- 
fraid,leaſt hee ſhould bee offended which 
cannot take it, and arc not affraid, leaſt we 
holding our tongues, that hee which can 
take the truth ſhould bee deceiued with 
falſhood. Therefoze as true religion is 
to be taught, that G O D may bee truly 
Voxhipped , ſo is the Doctrine of pꝛe⸗ 
3 G 3 delti⸗ 
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Jiremember that Saint Auguſtine Auguſtine 
hath ſayd full well to the matter. This his LE! 
Doctrine being heard ( ſaith he) ſome are ho bi 182 | 
turned into a ſluggiſh heauineſſe and Jeſtination. 
ſlowneſſe, and becing readily bent to fall chap, 15. 
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pꝛedeſtination, that hee which hath 
eares to heare of the grace of GO, 
_ glozy in G O D, and not in hin 
e. 1 

Rea. But haue the children of GOD 
any aſſurance in this world of their 
election? 75 
Rel. ea berilp, foꝛ from whence com 

meth Repentance and the fruits thereof, 
but from Regeneration of the faith of 
Chziſt, but this faith is ginen-to the. 
Meanes for elect onelp, Ergo, only the elect do repent 
2man to and giue them-ſelues to obey the conv 
know his mandement of God, the reſt haue not the 
election. tyill to thinke a god thought, much lelle 
to do any god, and leaſt of all to conti 
nue in weldwing: fo2 that is alſs a pecu 
liar marke in election: Zherefo2e let no 
man climbe vp to the cloudes, ts ſearch 
whether hee ba imolled in the ſecret 
councellof G OD, ng buſie him 
ſeife with manv curious ſpeculations 
below, but let him that would bee aſſu 
red of Saluation enter into him-ſelfe, 
| and conſider how his faith doth ſand in 
Faith ſuffi- Chick, in whoſe blodif hee finde it vw 
nc. lained, there-vpon let him reſk, w2ap 
ping his whole body and (oule 7 


euerlaſting life. „ 
berchis pꝛomiſes. 
his thing can no man truly bꝛing 
alle, except bis name be witten in the 
oke of life. 
Rea. What if a man feele not in him- 8 
elfe theſe teſtimonies, ſhould hee there- 33 
fore diſpaire of ſaluation. 
Rel. G O D fkozbid, let ſuch men ra⸗ 
ther be ſent to the wozd pꝛeached and 
ſacraments , whereby the grace of 
election may \ Wozke theſe teſtimonies in 
them: and no doubt, thoſe whome the 
LOUD hath foeknowne in his god 
time, he will tall hame inta his houſhold 
ok faith. | God calleth | 
Foz wee know as hee hath pꝛedeſti⸗ his children 
nated of his owne vnſpeakable mer- 
cy, whom hee would, ſa alſo hee cal- 
leth them at ſuch . ſenerall ſeaſons, , a 
as hee will: Some early, and fome 14,4 BAN 
late, as it is wꝛitten in the Coſpell 3.456. 
of the labourers that were called into 
the Uinepard, - 
eaſo. But by that parable may 
wicked men take encouragement to 
neglecte the time of calling, be- 
cauſe they that were called in the laſt 
G4 houre 
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houre were accepted & rewarded equal. 
ly with thoſe which came in the firſt hourt 
of the day. 

Reli, Nap, let me ſhew which of thoſe 
labozers being once called, did refuſe 1 
come: it ſæmeth rather to me, that here: 
by they ſhould learne without delay to 

turne nta the L.92d, hearing his vopte, 
No man foꝛ we mult conſider that he is not bound 
ben. we to fo vs, but ws vnto him,therefoze the wi 
mover "*ceft comcell,that J can gine, is that we 
ig, take hied betimes, and lay hold when he 
offereth himſelfe, leaff our fins do make 
leparation befwene him and vs: foz ik 
- th92ongh our negligence we ouer - lippe 
the day of health, wee cannot recouer it 
alterwards although we ſteke it with 
teares, which wee finde truly verified in 
Mat. 35. 13. the foliſh Virgins, rich Glutton, and mas 
Lak. 17:24 ny gather: Therfo;ehe that thinketh him 
ale in molt ſecurity , and ſayth my age 
is not vet fiite who am but young, oz my 
buſineſſe is nat paſt , which is great, J 
will turne to the Lo2d at ſome better 
leaſure :.let him remember that all fleſh 
is as graſſe of the field, 1010 no charter 
__ fozone minute ok an houre, and if wee hee 
ach. 27. 3 taken napping with ſinners our reward 
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is with them, whergvpen it is fall frue-Lucrg,34; 
ly ſaid. 


Jo death we muſt ſtoop, be we high be we low, 
But hom or bow ſodenty,few be that Gen. 


Reaſ. But yet muſt they needs be dam- 

„ ned that are appointed to damnation? 
Reli. It is true; yet alwayes becanſe 
they are ſinners and dos not harken to 

the bopce ofthe Lo2d. 

Rea. Truely in my iudgement, euen 
chat is enough to ſtoppe any mans mouth, 
be he neuer ſo captious: but I pray you is 
there no eſpecial ſtrength in this doctrine 
whereby the children of God in the peri- 
lous time of temptatiõ may comfort them- 
ſelues, & wage battaile as it were againſt 
Satan in the depth of his aſſaults? T4. 

Reli. Doubtleſſe this either is,02 ought1ac.co; % 
to be noqueſtion, foz if we tonũder that | 
latan hathno power to plncke one hap2e 
from their head, moze then the Lov The cont 
hall appoint, and that al the wicked rout of pre · 
are holden in dy the hand of Gad as by deſtinaton. 
abzidle,, that they can neither conceine 
any mitchieke againſt them, oꝛ goe about 
when, they haue conceiued it, oz if they 
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10, 1 1, 1 goe about it neuer ſo much, that they] h 
can bꝛing nothing to palle, but that which £) 


hee doth command: what daſtards are 
they that will ſhzinke one haire bzedth 
from ſuch 8 ſimple enemy, haning Co 
mighty a God, with fo many legions of 
Angels watching ouer them continnally 
foz their defence. 

Reaſ. But for all this thou knoweſt that 
Gods deareſt children are often- times o- 
uerſet with feare of his power, yea and 
peeuiſhly intreated thereby alſo, 

Rel. Jt is granted, and truely , this 
map ſerue foz a glaſſe foz Gods deareſtf 


childzen , to behold their wants in the cir 
faith of Chꝛiſt, as alſo their coxruption, di 
The cauſe holding them downe ſs faſt vnder ſinne, w: 
chat Saran, that when they are at the beft;enen then me 


miſintrea · are they not w⸗thout deſert of Gods 
teth Gods chaſtiſments, + 
children. * Rea. And what?is the ſame faith, whoſe 
obiect is the ſonne of God crucified, the 
onely condition where-ypon all the chil- 
' dren of God in their ſeaſons are gathe- 
red vp into immorrtallity ? 
Relig, It is ſo. 
Rea. Ergo, It is no matter if we obey not 
che law of God, wherin we leatne to 3 
11 


everlaſting life, 91 
him, and to performe ſnch actions of ſocie- 11 
ty:as be requiſite betweene man and man. "a 
Rel. This is but a fond ſarting hole, [3 
fo2 as the mercy of God is not extended, Ws | 
but th2ough fre election, not without the 1 
condition of faith included by God foz 1 
the externe: ſo allo is it pꝛouided, that 
the ſame faith , bee accompanied with 
righteous exerciſes. But concerning 
this matter. and other mo whereof J am 
to conferre with thee, J would we might | 
met hereafter at moze conuenient lea- i 
ſare, | | ö 
Rea, I am well content, in the meane 
time I thanke you of your patienee in this 
diſcourſe, beſeeching God that I may al- 
wayes beare in minde the Godly aduiſe - 
ments thereof. 


. * "gn AT; wEMRE < 
Pr OST Ir. F ks aer Sn — — 
— 


PINES - <5: 


Br ART VAD IAT. 


5 1 : g are me neg pray Oy * 
a BO AAS eee ee eee ay Ag A os 
boy x”, x * 5 * r MIR, 


CTC i ee et OE ere WE BE et vie 
- 
* q 


: E 


1 "xs WW 2 K „ BY Re 
ee ] ⁵?˙i ee Let, OE —B ˙— ED ER ER HE EONS — 


— 
— > PII. eng 


— 5 
- —— — 


- — 
— ITE 
> 5 — 


An earneſtperſwaſion to 


s 0 


a Worſh ſhipfull Gentleman, 


and his good friend, to continue 
conſtant in Chriſtian Religion, 
7 and to loath and deteſt the 
ſlighis of Superſtitions 
Papiſtry. 


By the former Author, 
Arthur Dent. 


Authougb the Be, be 
1- > Vie — not ſs eaſcly caught in 
„ 1 gpnnes of theSpl- 
Peer, as the poꝛe Flye, 
Go: being once intang⸗ 
Wled , is not ſo eaſtly 
= popſoned : pet com 
mon experience , doth make it a plaine 
caſe, that oftentimes ſhe is ouerthꝛobone 
therein, and compelled to yeld her-ſclfe 
a pzep vnto fyzanny. But conſidering 
how eaſily our affections be caried away 
by coꝛruption, ts witte, faultineſſe, natu⸗ 
rall fs decline to the wozle part, it — 


man , , . wet int n 


_ everlaſting life. : "93 
meth molt wonderfull to mee, that you 
being ſoagre a neighbour to hereſts, are 
pet vnd2owned in the dꝛegges thereof 
moze then vntainted , ta the danger of 
pour ouerthzow'pet to come: foz why 
are not the beit ſubiect to change? J 
meane the wiſef, to fally 2 and the holve 
eſt to wickzdnefſe ? let the example of 
Salomon, witnelle the trueth in this caſe, 
who although he were the only parragon 
of the woꝛld, fel to idolatry, the moſt nop⸗ 
ſome af peſtilences, and to all vncleanes 
nefſe of body. Doth not likewiſe the ex⸗ 
ample of our firff parent Adam, make it 
plaine, that our nature being at the bett, 


what reckoning ſhall we make of out 
ſelues which ſe@ming to ffand, are euer 
falling , which outwardly carrying the 
tountenance of ſecuritv, baus at home, 
ſuch an enemy, as doth pꝛactiſe our con- 
tinuall eſtrangement with God ! and 
beſides this, are inuirsned with a wozlh 
of vngodly allurements. But vet amine 
theſe dangers, twiſe , O Þercifyll Gov 


mercy: diſpenceth with all our fanlts, 
5 amm 


is cuen then moſt ſubiect, fo fake the 
wicked deſt courſe e O wzetfched eſtate! 


whaſe grace ſuperaboundeih un, Whaſa 


94 The way to 
and whoſe holy ſpirit doth indue vs with 
wiledome, ta deſcry the ſubtilties of Sa⸗ 
tan, with ſtrength to ffand againſt them, 
pea and with conſtancie „to continue in 
his loue, feare, and true wozſhip. J ep⸗ 
peale to peur conſciente, whether the 
202d hath dealt with por leffe fatherly, 
then in old time hee did with Daniell in 
the Lyons den, with leremy in the miry 
dungeon, oꝛ with Jonas in the bellp of the 
Whale? they ſaw their danger immi⸗ 
nent, which did put them in minde to re⸗ 
paire to the Lo2d. But you J know, vea 
J know it to well ( if it pleaſed G OD 
it ſhould bee otherwiſe } haue continw 
ally layd befoꝛe you the fayꝛeſt baytes . 
of the woꝛld to betray vou, 'where-vn 
der lurketh the per ill of perpetuall dam / 
nation, and yet the Lo2d bee pꝛavſed, doe . 
continue his true and faithfnll => wh; 
bnuanquiſhed , But fo ſpeake mot 
plainty-thas it is, by reaſon th , 
nerſaries fo all trueth , J meane the 
Paptſts , haue the colourable acceſſe . 
bnto pou of friendſhippe, you are ab 
wapes endangered by their wilp per 
ſwaſions to fozfake your GOD. IT 
=_ : 1; 
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it, conſidering thai F know, how 


where opoꝛtunity pꝛomiſeth the tnſer- 
tion of their lothſome cozruptions: But 
moſt chie fe lp, ff thepbe on a ſare ground 
that their bodelp danger is not thereby 
thꝛeatned, they are impudent to blaſ- 
pheame © D D and his wholp Relligi⸗ 
on wich l treaſons of their owne wick- 
ed inue tions: which thing altbongh 
commonly and of caſiom?, it bath hap- 


reſtcatne mp ſcife, to the auſwering of 
ne pacticular, and p2incipall attempte 
hat was made ag ainſt pou, àt pour table, 
p certane Contle-men not long ſince 
whoſe names though J partly Rio, pet 


liner to common obioqup. 
Theſe Gentle-men gronnding all 
heir reli: ion vpon hoarpe hapres, which 
vep call 2mbaſtado:s of expezience, 
d bppon the grans blſozs of their 
Fathers, which wer accompt the wi- 
& parts of them, having preferred, 
| fancy 


3 


truely hath bane of en tould mee, and J] 
ſz no reaſon whp J ſhould not belcne 


bu lv th:p ble 1 buzze in euerp diſh, 


ned vato pou by them, pet am 7 to 
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lantp befoze fayth: and their owne hu⸗ 


ta be ſednced by the violence sk per wall 


- dates, wherein our relligion fl92iſhed, 


- bet to er 


folly and ignorance: haue ſo many Rin 


* 
— # — 


w 


m92s befoze the hono; of God, hought 
ali the battery of their reaſons and ar 

guments againtt the pooze bulwarke « 
pour onely defence (being a man able 


on, oꝛ at leaſt to haue bin dꝛiuen to fflence 
that extre ame refuge, had not Bod bern 
pꝛeſent with pou in the reſcue of his 
owe hono2 )ſaving was their not in thoſt 


goulden and plentifult wozld 2 was fhere 
not lone and Charity: vnity of religion 
the ſeruice of God effabliſhed by gen: 
rall connſells of holp doctozs and father: 
hol then ſhould not tHoſe waies, be ty 
rue O D, which they obſer 
hanc left onder the warrant 
ſufãcient authozity to the memoꝛp of on 
pꝛeſent age haue ſo mary wiſe men ba 
deceued, ſo manp learned men lined! 


and Empero2s llept in blindneſte ofhat 
and died in the darkeneſſe of herelen 
nay hath ail Chꝛiſtendome wandred o 
of the way till now:erc. This thꝛerdba 
diſcourſe (which thy draws out es 
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whole length of a Carterope ) is able to 


| bewitch ſomanp, as make reaſon their 


tdole, euen as themſelues are bewifchea 
by the wilineſſe of the diuell and their 
Pope: but let vs ſuruſue theſe waterlt ſſe 


clouds, and we ſhall eaſily perceane then 
as they be, 


Pane not theſe wiſe men laid irve re- 
ligion in water and ſacrifized their zeale, 
ta reaſon as if ſhe were ſome Godoefſe? 
bere is nothing but a plaine collection 
of reaſon, and Carnall experiences, and 
ſhall wee make them the platfozmes of 
hol inelle⸗ is the wtſedome of man of ſo 
forcible acapacity , and the woꝛd of God 
conuinced of ſo great debilifÞ, that in 
caſes of relligion wee hall ground vpon 
likelihoode of mans immaginations? let 
bs bee wile, the Elder hath moſt pith 
of all the trees in the woes, but le ils 
ftrength and goodnefſe then any other: 
the — a huge clap, but a little ſtons 
and theſe men great choyſe of boaſt- 
ings, but mall verity, 02 vertue in theix 
wozds, 

Puff not that building needs be naught 
bes it neuet ſo faire, 9 „ 
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is bfterly rotten? and mult not that reli. 
gion of neteſſity be wozſe, whoſe pzinci- 
ples God hath flattly foz bidden e he cal- 
leth mans reaſon , a traterous enemy to 
GO D, ſaying, it neuer wos noz ſhalbs 
ſubiect to his law ? they honour it, as the 
true penny of their whole truſt: he ton. 
demneth the pꝛeceptes of our fozefa. 
thors „ fozbidding vs to pꝛap foz them. 
Which doe imbzace the ſame , becauſe 
they are Sepulchers full ofrotten bones, 
lou des without water, and they thent. 
ſelnes hypocrites, but they eſtæme them 
 noleſſe then loadeſmen to all piety and 

le enerlaſting. 

glaſſe why doe wee feare their vnion 
In idolatry ( foz that is the vnitp, that 
they reiopce in, and bꝛagge of ) moze 
then we ſoꝛrow fo the diſhonour of our 
GDD 20; why ſhould wee be troubled 
with the long, and pꝛolperous eſtate of 
Popilh relligion , moze then ber comfo?- 
fed in the newes and glad tidings of 
the Goſpell ⸗ doth not the Apoſtle tell 
bs that befoze the diſſolution of the 
wol, there ſhould befall a general 


Kpoltacy , and departiug from thy faith 
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* | of Chziſt and that all this ould hap- 
pen by one man, name iy the man of ſinne, 
and child of perdition ? ſaying, that hee 
ſhould bee an aduerſary to all Godlineſſe, 
and exalt him-ſelfe aboue all that is called 
God? whp then ſhould they goe about to 
bleare your e ies with the wonder ofſach 
wozds,moze then inſtruct them-felnes in 
the pzonidence of God, who hath pꝛoui⸗ 
ded, and made vs wary of ſuch a generall 
departing 2 whp lay they to our chardge 
the cannons ; decri , and decretalls of 
their Popich fathers (ſeeing the LORD 


à finger, and deciphereth him foz Anty- 
Chriſt ; as plainelp, as one man, is diſco- 
uered in the ſecrets of his body, by 


yeald their owne due ſubiettion to the 
d2dinaunce and inſtitutions of their 
GDD 2 Nay why ſhould wee ( whoſe 
eyes and earesthe L ORD hath ope- 
ned foz the entertainement of his truth} 
lend them away ta the view of mothe⸗ 
aten nouelties, and to the found of 
ſuch falſe laromes as theſe,moze then er⸗ 
exciſe them in their ſeuerall duties and 

D 2 offices? 
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him-ſelfe pointeth out the Pope as with 


the anotamp of another) moze then 
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ofketes: if they will not confeſſe that theſe 
and ſuch other teſtimonies of Gods bo- 
ly woz do repꝛoue their man of Rome 
together with them being bis vnctt um- 
ſiced generation af Antichziftianitp tet 
vs then apply them: The man of ſinne; 
( ſaith the Apoſtle) exalteth him-ſelfe a- 
bone all that is called GD D.,, baunting 
him ſelte inſolentip in the Temple of 
GOD, (if J ep) thep Will not ton. en 
leſſe this of their Pope, let them Chew NY” 
bs what regard af sbodtence hee hath . 
reſexued to & O D-ward, in making 
bis booke (J meane the holy Bible) the N 
befſell of vile eſtimation, which be doth I 
not onelp bury in obliuton; by his owne i 
deſpenſatjons , bnt in all contempt doth 
trample, and tread it bnder his fete! 
knowing not- with-ſtahding that it is the 
woꝛd and wiſzome of GD 7D! let them 
ſhew vs to what pzerogative tbetr Pope 
> bath pealded which pzoclametb bim-ſelfs 
lo many degtæs aboue Angells, oz that 
denounceth htm-ſelfe the ſpiritual! head 
of the Church of Chꝛiſt: Bath their Pop! 
perfozamed any conenant of league with le 
tbe LORD. whoſe ſernants and childe 
Fen hee hath rent from the face of thi 
FArn 
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earth cancelling che date of they? dapes, 
with moe then a thouſand butcheries 2 
doth the Pope peeld to the omnipotencp 
Hof & DD, ſa much as he goeth about ta 
make him⸗ſelfe GO D, and ts not a⸗ 
hamed to pꝛomiſe all the effects of Gods 
power; ſaying that he both can and may 
doe all that GD D can doe, to witte in 
the pardoning ok ſinnes, in the ſaning of 
' Moules, in the franſmutation of times, in 
the altering and abꝛogating af lawes,in 
he adminiſtration of ſpirituall giftes, 
0 bee ſhoꝛt, in all other things whatſo- 
ere nay hee is not thus content, fo 
Wn02e erpzeſly doth her maintaine his 
narcell againſkt G D, fez by cer⸗ 
ine neceſſarp conſequences he pzoneth, 
hat hee is abone the onely God of hea- 
len and earth. Ohelliſh infinnation! how 
aſt thou carryed paze ignozant ſoules 
0 the flanerpof this monſter - enen in 
Ihe totall of their dedes and belxfe - 
hat Chonld J article any longer againſt 
im, whome theſe few haue condemned 
the pit of hell? | 
But ſe the pollicy , whereby this ſubs 
leſerpent hath deluded vs ſo long: the 


Pod of GO D, which ought fo be the 
D 3 lanto:ne 
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ſantozne to our pathes , hath hee kept 
backe and led the fruite of one whole 
thouſand peares in the wilderneſſe of 
darkeneſſe (God knoweth to how great 
confuſton ) and now bzaggeth in the an 
tiqnity of his owne nanghtineſſe an 
miſchiele. 
Alaſſe is there any maruaile, the woz:lv 
being once couered with the ſpirit a 
Aumber, that it ſhould be oner-taken 
with the witchcraft of depp difeaſes 
is it any thing trange , that men do 
ſpew at religion, being made d2unke 
with hereſie ⸗ oz is it any wonder (th 
woꝛd of G O D being once bꝛought inte 
 agenerall contempt) that the infectio! 
of Papiſtrp hath bene ſo common? glu 
once the gozge of man with any fon 
opinion, and hee will hardly bee purge 
thereof : make him to beleue the mo! 
tality of the ſonle, and hee will co 
ſent with Protagoras that there is 
GO DD. Z . | 
They will ſay , that all this wind 
Gaketh no cone, and ſweare that we 
doe belye their Pope and them: true 
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J eannot blame them, if they would vn- 
father him of ſnch hatefull blaſphemies : 
butlet our ſelues beg charged with the 
wzong wee haue dons them herein, and 
our liues (and vpon the ſlander, let his 
owne cannons be conninced of all the 
enill that baue wzitten them, and moze 
then ten thonſand ſuch in exalting of 
his name, and the Pope him-ſeife bee 
condemned of madneſſe and frenfle, ha- 
uing as like a beaſt , as a bedlame, 
and as niere the quality of a bedlame, 
as the quantity of man, conſented vn⸗ 
* them, with all pzide and pzeſump- 
ton. - | 

O gad God, how marueilous is if to 
vehold ſo many wiſe men, ſo much decei⸗ 
ned, ſo many grap⸗ headed fathers ſo chil⸗ 
diſh? ſo many ignozant accompted wiſe : 
and ſo many infants allowed foz men 
ak graue and ripe iudgement ; if they 
tan ſay againſt vs, where is the Citty 
an the monntaine , the viſible Church? 
the Catholicke and vninerſall Church? 
thoy arc learned enough: but they can- 


not perceine that theſe are fained filers, 
D 4 pal- 
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kannte ont with fayze gloſſes , where: 
is no warmth, no2 that they be Jun 
ions and ſhado mes without ſubſtance ; 
Take theyꝛ Church from the pontificall 
hill: take away their pompe and bzane- 
xp, 02 their generall confents, and take 
away their life: Nay if this were all, it 
were well ( if enill may bee well, ) 
But which is wozſe , they muſt haue 
thepz Churches beantified with Jma- 
ges, Feminine and Maſculine , curiorfly 
carued,gallantly guilded, p20digally be- 
ſet with pzetious ſtones, and molt deli- 
tately adomed wit great chovce of 
Jewels. Thep muff haue thepz Rod- 
lofts with flagges and ſilken banners, 
with Croſſes, Redes, and Saints, like 
a ſtozehduſe of ſuperſtition. They muſt 
haue thepꝛ bzane Altars, garniſhed with 
petty Gods, with well lifting Pꝛelates, 
and ather holy religues: they muſt haue 
ſhauen crownd Chaplens.ffrangely m_ 
red, they muſt haue their Itbes , with 
ſilke of all colours , thepz Pyters and 
Croſſpars, and what ſtonid J ſay, 
thev mult haue holy bꝛead, holy water, 
boly oyle , holy aſhes, boly candles, an 
hundzed 
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hundzed holy oꝛders, like hypocrites that 
beautifie the out-ſide,beſides a thouſand 
other holp things, 

Finally they may nat want any thing 
that can pleaſe the epe, delight the eare 
82 flatter the minde: And loe, pet doe all 
theſe moſt plainly pꝛoue thepꝛ Church 
the very Church of Antichriſt; foʒ where 
nothing is wanting that map allure the 
miude to luſt after vanity,o2 fo ſtirre the 
heart bnto folly and wickedneſſe, this 
may be termed{by much better right) a 
Court fo2 an Atheiſt, thena Church foꝛ a 
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f Cbriſtian, fo2 was Jeſus Chailt ſo high 
et on a hill, that all the woꝛld did wo: 
„chip him, oꝛ outwardly ſo glozious, ſo ful 
e ok pompe and b2auery , that they haue 
t dꝛawne from him ſach an enſample ok 
h | imitation? oz were there fo many of his 
„Church (which pet wee doubt net was 
and is the true Church) that the ſame 
- | Church hath lined their monthes with 
h multitudes, with vniuerſalities, and 
d | vntities generall : Then is this true, 
, Chziſt him-ſeife was neuer bozne in an 
, | Dre-ſtall , but in the Pallace of ſome 
b Donarchp:then wag not he a poꝛe — 
led 
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ſid ſoule on the earth in wozſe caſe then 
Mah. 8. 20. foxes and birds which haue holes e neſts 
to ſhield them from the wether, but ſome 
mighty p2ince of the wozld, ruling with 
all mateſty e power: and then had Chill 
to imbꝛace bis docrinenot the Apoftles,ex 
 afew other ſillp Diſciples , but the gene- 
rall conſent sf all the Jewiſh Churches. 
Dow then came it to palfe, that he wag 
put to ſuch a ſhameful death? was it be- 
cauſe he was welbeloued of the multi. 
tude? if this be loue, J know not what ta 
make of hatred: but ſure I am, that few 
will conſent ſo to be beloned. 
A would to & DD the Papiſf would 
loke wiſely vpon his Church, and after- 
ward tell vs how farre if differeth from 
the Churches of the Phariſces,which re⸗ 
pꝛouetij, and condemneth our Dantour 
Chailt as afalſe Þ;ophet,and all his doc 
trine , as new-found doctrine, and ſchil- 
maticall , ſaping ſwearing that theirs 
was of antiquitte,obferned of their foze- 
fathers, and haning the warrant and 
conſent of the wozld , what ſay they at 
this dap againſt vs which doimbzace the 
ſelfe-ſame doctrine, that was ſo condem⸗ 


ned ? Doe not they ſay and (weare that 
| Martin 
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| Martin Luther is the father of our religi⸗ 
don? Do thep not cal it a Scct, a Schiſme, 
an Hereſie? do they not cal vs traptozs to 

God e man, giuing vs ſuch titles as they 
them-ſelues deſerue, and haue they not 
flaine whole thouſands in that quarrell. 

Ik wee demand of them whether the 
Church of God were at any time compa⸗ 
rable to the Synagogue of Jewes in re- 
ſpect of the multitude , which way win 
they turne them: if they anſwer that it 
was not, they condemne the ir owne rea- 
ſons of very much weaknes, which do go 
about to confirme the authozity of their 
Church by other marks then the Church 
of God ener had; Jfthey anſwer that the 
church of Chaiſt was alwayss the area- 
teſf,thep are already cöuicted of as great 
folſhnefle,fo2 there-bpon would all this 
packet of bntruth inffly depend, viz. 
| That the Church of God, was downed 
in the generall oner-flowing , when all 
the woꝛld was dzownd,and the church of 
ſatan ſaued in the Arke. That the church 
of God periſhed among the Sodomites, 
and iull Lot, and his family , were the 
Church of the Dinell : that the Iewes, 
Scribes, & Phariſces, were the Church of 


| Chailt 
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Chziff. and Chzilt him. ſelfe with the 
remnant of belteners the Church of An- 
tichriſt: Jn concluſion that their Church 
is now the true Church becanſe of the 
multitade, and ours the falfe : wee will 
demand but one thing of thoſe multituds 
of men , which if they truly tell vs and 
pꝛoue, they ſhall haue our hand and our 
heart, wee will become as true to them 


1 as ſte&le, and conſent to any religionof 


thep2 foze-fathers ; which is , that they 
ſhew fo2th,at vihat time the eſtate of the 
woꝛld, was in ſo god caſe , that the beit 
things did pleaſe the greateſt number, 
oz when iniquity had not the moſt con⸗ 
ſent of adherents (except at tbat time, 


when all were dzownd except eight per⸗ 


ſons ) Jlas thevꝛ pꝛofe is euen as farre 
ly to ſe&ke , as heanen is diſtant from hell; 
| Rom, 10:16 God grant therefoze the condition of 
Fi conſent, be no nearer vnto vs. Fo2 it is 
{| Math. 5. 1 10 wzitten, Bzoad is the wap, that lea 


deth to perditton , and many walke ther- 


bon po in, but narrow is the path to ſaluation, 


at. And further. though the childzen of Iſ- 
rael were as the ſand of the ſea, vet ſhall 
but a remnant bee ſaued: This is vet 
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moze plainely verified by Elias theP20- 
phet who ſaw not ene man fre from 
Adbolatry, and the ſubliection of Be- 


l:all, befides hinr-ſelfe,in all the wozlo, pet Nom. 17.3. 


did he willingly (ali regard of the mul- 


titude lald apart,) ſerue the Lozd of hea- 
nen truelp. 


Wherefore , though our fore-fathers, 
ſerued thoſe Gods on the further fide of Je e 
the flood, or the Gods of the Amorites, e 
or the gode of their owne handes: Let it 7 
amaze vs no more then it did good Ioſua 
who ſayd C and let vs alſo lay with him ) 
wee and our houſes, will ſerue the GOD 
of Heauen, And with Iudith, wee will not 
follow the ſinnes of our fore-fathers which 
ſorſake their God, and worſhipped ſtrange 
gods. 

The holy zꝛophet receaued from the. 
month o2 2 inſpiration of G D D all ann 
that doctrine 5 they deltueted or taught: 
the Apoffies pꝛoued their Doctrine out 
of Pꝛopbets: the Sodly of enſmng ages 
bane reſted vpon them; And ſhall wee 
allone be cateleſſe, oz account it fnough, 
if many men haus gon be ſoꝛe vs, contra- 
ty to the P2opbets and S poſtles? Mo, no, 

All men haue ſinned from the fir} ( 2 
ou 
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one) and ſhall doe to the laſt, pet it is no» 
thing lawfall foz vs to follow their ſteps 
— : Therefoze although our fozc< 
fathers were Idolaters, pet muſt we 
learne to ſerue the Lozd , And that wee 
map the better perfozme our duties in 
in that behalfe,it behoueth vs fo bee wife 
in the trying of ſpirits, leaſt wee become 
clyents to our fozefathers ſuperſtitions, 
oꝛ ſuperſtitions in our owne fancies, and 
- ignozrantly neglect the pꝛecepts of our 

od. 

Let vs therefoze loke vpon the iniun⸗ 
ttions ol Poperp, that we may be able to 
repꝛehend the Church of Rome, but let 
bs tall home their Generall Councells; 
with the rabble of their decretalls to the 
ſame Pꝛophets and Apoſtles, And wer 
ſhal anon perceiue that we hane no cauſe 
lo feare (their times out of mind) knows 
ing that an euil cuſfome is no better then 
a common peſtilence, which by how much 
the moze is old and ancient, by fo much 
the mo2e it is rotten and ſtinking tno2 ve 
their common conſent , ſceing the ſtate of 
gods childzen is oftentimes to be deſolate, 
And becauſe there is no hereſte but will 

challenge ſome maintenance ont of Gods 
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wozd, ſaving that their Church is thg 
Church Apoſtslicall, which the Papilk 
as bolbly ſweareth and taketh vpon him, 
as if nothing were good but his Baſſe, 
let them ſhew bs the Pꝛophets and Apo- 
ltles foz their Paſſes, Dirges, Trentals, 
p;aping to Saints, pꝛaping with beads, 
pꝛaping to helpe ſoules out of Purgatozp 
wozlhipping of Jdols , Biſhopping of 
baptized childzen:kiſſing of Pares, Cre- 
ping to Croſſes, baptizing of bells, con- 
luring of water, coniuring of balme, con- 
luring ofhearbes, buying of balles and 
pardons,and auricular confeſſion;and tho 
reſt of their ſacraments , paping of baine 
bowes, going on pilgrimage, pace- eggs, 
manpples, licking of rotten bones, Aue- 
IMaryes, bleſing with two fingers , an- 
nopnting,annopling, abſoluing, kneling 
knocking, whipping, crouching, kiſſing, 
croſſing, chauing, greaſing, and ten thou- 
land fach trickets moe, J appeale to the 
iudgement of the wiſe-harted, whether 
God ab2ogating the ceremonies of his 
dwne law, did purpoſe, that the Pope 
honld inſtitute and erect anew, of ſuch 
trad itions as theſe. 

Af wee hold them hard to the * 
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of theſe and ſuch o her by the touch · tone 
afo:eſapd (namely the woꝛd of GO D) 
their next leape , is longer then the pel⸗ 
ſage bztwaenc Doner and Callice ; fo; 
thep eroſſe the b2oad ſeas to vnwrittey 
verittes. Bat bow could their enter⸗ 


tapnement is there, we would not much 


feare ts make them-ſelnes the Judges, i 
ſhame & grace had not fo:ſaken them. Jn 
ded we know and conkeſſe that moze 
was ſpoken , then is witten: And tha! 
whatſoeuer Cbiift and the Apokles p2ea 
ched , was the wozd of GD D were it 
written o not: But wee know alſo that 
if moze had bene neccfſarp to ſalnatio! 


vs to want it, least with them wee might 
bappen to runne a whozeing atter ou! 
owne deutſes: But aboue all, wee a 
molt aTured that the Spirit of God ne. 
ner was, noz will be contrary to it ſelfe 
There loꝛe let vs try how truely their be 
rities vnwzitten doe accozd with the wil 
ten woꝛd. 
We find in the Scriptare , thatwe 
ought to woꝛſhip Mod alone, and not 
make our ſelues any grauen Image; ; by 
is it poſſible that the Moꝛd bnwzitte 
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would follerats their pꝛapers to Saint s: 
their ſacrificing 10 Jools, and their fal- 
lina downe beſo;e blocks: In his wozp 


mitten, it is called the Doctrine of Di- 
uels to fozbid matrimony ts any man, 
and can it bee his wozd- buwzitten that 


Miniſters chall neuer marrp ? it is his 
wo2d witten that all that depart this 
woꝛld in the LO N D, do reſt from their 


labonrs : and is it alſo in the wozd va- 


Written, that thep bee purged of many 
tozments in the fire of Purgatozp befoze 


weitten that wee haue no remiſſion of 
ſians but ia the blood of Chaiſt, without 
whome we are deade and condemned to 
the bottome of Hell: buf is it as plaine bp 
his wozd bnwzittan, that the Pope 
ſane ? that whoſoener ſhall dis in a whife 
frpe:sſcapalar , halbe faned ? oz he that 
dyeth in a gray pars frocke , thatlnef- 
ther come in Pargatozy, ne in hell and 
abeue all is tt his wozd vntmitten, chat a 
man map get in ſfo:e a beape of deſcer- 
uings ( called wozkes of ſnaperrerogati- 


on) to fane bim-ſelfe and his ſciendes: 
way * blaſphemp againft the hea- 


Is 


they doe geſt - It is plapne by the wozdy 


can. 
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Is not this pꝛepoſterous geare : who 
would tbinke that theſe men ſtanding ſs 
much vpon the ſlippers of their — 
and grav beads woald thus foulp ouer- 
choote themſeines: which ſo farre fozth as 
in them lpeth, da make God a confempti- 
ble changeling ; Religion moze bncertaine 
then the Lesbian rule, and tie them-ſclues 
to the continnall ſlauerp af their owne de- 
uice, and their maiſter the man of Keme, 
and perlding their whole conte plation 
to the wozke of baꝛkeneſſe. 

Alaſſe with what blind ſpirtt are theſe 
ppoze ſoules vered, that will haue their 
Pope and the Cþutch of Rome againe 
cralted : that fake away the plaine Doc- 
rine of faith and inffification in Thꝛiſt: 
and teach a faith folded bp in an Idle 
fancp ? laping: that we muſt beicue of 
Ch2if., as tyeir Church beleeueth, be- 
cauſe their Church beleeaeth, as they be⸗ 
Icene: But if wee demand what they , 03 
their Church doe belege, the nert wap 
Fo2 vs to know is enen fo goe looke : foz 
— "i tbey know nat, neither can they 

vs 
Truly howſoeger they rol our the matter 
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hꝛagges, with perſwaſtons of the time 
pal, oz the ſearcetp oz iuiquitp of the time 
pꝛeſent, o2 with the outward face 02 biſo3 
oftheit charttp, their eſtate is lamentable, 
it fareth with them enen as with butchers, 
that vſe te blow vp the t fleſh that it map 
feeme bigger: they are grnbling ſo much 
in the mire ef their owne deſart ts the 
wezit-watd , that they fozget o: negleck 
all that true religion and ſernice they 
Foz note this well, where is that Na- 
piſt in all the woꝛld, that will not ſooner 
bid bs behold his charity towards his ns 
neighbour then his integrity in the woꝛzꝛ⸗ | 
ſhipping of God 2 So that chartty being 
the vnderſernant to relligton, and a ſe⸗ 
cond thing required, they make it tho 
beav-ffone of the cozner, and the loun⸗ 
datton where»bpan thep build all their 
righteouſneſſe vnto ſaluatton: Truely we 
dare not deny that in teſpect of tho woꝛld 
(were it not depzaued ) the Papiſt hath 
ſome god matter in dim becauſe his deds 
doe often times extend ta the benefit of 
GO Dos Church : And enen in this( J 
wzite in the grefe of mp conſcience, wher⸗ 
in J call the Lozd to 1 ) ſhall _ 
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candenme many pꝛokeſſoꝛs in the day of 
biſttation; that are lewd ſpeakers , and 
lewd liuers altogether, pet I ſap alwaiss 
that in this his only point, if fareth with 
im, as with the Cow hauing giuen a iol⸗ 
ly meſſe of milke, that afterward , doth 
ſpill it with her foote. 
F093 13 thep beare vs in hand that they 
haue many good wozkes , and (hat they 
are coniinnall wozkers, not becauſe they 
are ſo tommanved of Cod, but rather be» 
canſe , thereby the p will wozke ont their 
ſaluation and purchaſe heanen. 
FS Fol Alaſſe it is a Crauen Cocke that crow- 
1 33. eth no where bat on his owne dunghill, 
1301 We know that all the good woꝛkes of the 
wozld, being done without lone, are no- 
tbing wozth ; and that their ſuperrerog a⸗ 
tions being examined, and their grea- 
teſt wozkes of dignity next vnto them, 
te found witbeut lone , — 4 pittp oz 
compaſſion, But if it may bee accomp- 
ted a ded of mercy, to gine rich Altar⸗ 
clothes, to the beantifping of Altras;a ded 
of lone, to bnild Chappels and Chaun- 
1 tries, and a dedof pittp to goe farre on 
3 k1&«s, to giue great gifts to ſhzines, then 
Are they paſltng full of lone, merep, 1 


x RR 


and compaſſion : otherwiſe they haus 
none at all, at leaſt that is acceptable. 
Fo? they pitip the ponerty of lime and 
tones, and them they cloath. 

i hey pitty a ſo2t of foule fat Pꝛieſts 


with golden Copes , and ſupply in all 
other . vanities an d idleneſſe, as if 
it were a god ded to greaſe a fat hog in 
the taple: But where is the lone, and 
compaſſion of their pie bzother all 
this while J will ſay no moꝛe, let them 
that fare the better fo2 theſe and ſuch 
other god wozkes, pꝛaiſe them: but pet 
let them beware they ſinne nat therein. 
Like vnts theſe are their idols which cx- 
etutoꝛs vſe to giue after men bee dead, 
that liberality is idle, hauing no god in⸗ 
tent, and the reward rotten tha: is papde 
backe againe : which is, Loꝛd haue mer- 
ey on the ſoule of this charitable dead 
man, O groſſe folly: where is the lone 
that ſhould make this d&> acceptable: 
if we ſhould ſpeake generally of a. they; 
wozkes, they are euen d2ofſe and mo2e 
chamekull vices then theſe, ik moze may 


Gholt, it they be not dane in lone ſpꝛing⸗ 
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in furred gownes, and them they decke 


bee,fo2 J ſay, and pet not 75 but the holp 


J 3 ing 
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ing out of the bowels of true faith, they 
ink befoze the fatco ot Cod. Yea but thep 
wil ſay they haue all loue, mercy,pitty t 
compaſſtd. Pea but how can this be true, 
tt. Let it be granted, that they giue many 
gifts to the poꝛe, that they help to defend 
ot widow,to harbour the fatherlelle, to 
cloath the naked, to feb the hungry, ec, 
what of al this: They do not theſe things 
in compaſſion of the ndy , but to get 
vnts them- ſelues the byſpeakeavie bes 
nefit of ſaluation, this is lone indeed 
A gtant: but it is not the onely loue of 
them-ſelues. Foz if J lend oꝛ giue a man 
a bundzed ponnds , becauſe J would 
gaine a thouſand : 02 a thouſand, becauſe 
J would gaine ten thouſand ; whome 
lone A? my po2e neighbour.hauing nerd 
of mg * 02 my ſelke 2 O blindneſle, that 
 f&fhnot theſe enils , nay twiſe O blind⸗ 
nelle that doth not ſ& , mo2e then this | 
what is it to ſay that we are able to ſaue 
& iuſtiſie our ſcines befoze the tribunall 
ſeat of God, but to repꝛwue our moſt 
wiſe Sod of folly and doltiſhneſte, in that 
without neede, bee ſent A:ſns Chl his 
welbeleued Son, by (9 great ro2ment,as 
bei indured to deliver bs from the ben- 
dage 
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dage of finne 2 Ind whet is it elle but to 
contemne the vnſpeakable lone ot aur ſa⸗ 
uioꝛ. who being a God ſo might, the king 
of all Kings, and the onelp P2ince of all 
wozlds, diſdained not to take vpon him, 
the contemptible ſhape of a ſeruant, and 
to beare the burden of all our fins , euen 
buts the death of the bile nd hamefall 
croTe, that hee might pꝛeſent vs blame⸗ 
leſle befoze his father. Which grofſe 
opinion ſo ontragiouſly blaſphemons, 
ſome Papiſts at this day waxing halte 
aſhamed of, and daring not ſo bꝛoadly fo 
maintaine, will ſeme to qualifte with a 
poze ſhift of deſert, And becanſe very 
infants 02 fwles in this light of the gol⸗ 
pell (foz which the Lozd bee pꝛayſed) 
might otherwiſe point at them faz their 
follv, they are cõtent not to depꝛiue Chriſt 
of his dignitp altogether, and therefoze 
doe attribute ſome part of inffification 
to him, t the reft to them-ſelnes. Surely 
this ts ſcarcely ſo god a recompence , as 
having cracked his crowne, to ginehim a 
plaſter: foz except ſome infufficiency wore 
0>mfght iuſtip be foũd in him, what mad- 
nes would moue them to intrude them- 
lelues into his office : But if theſe enter 
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commoners with Chziſt, though they 
ſ&meto haue retayned a certaine blind 


mocefty be hedfally examined, in truth 
they doe but p2actiſe to delude them ⸗ 
ſelues and ds, hauing no minde to deale 
with Chꝛiſt whot 62 cold, 

Foz if wee demaund of them foz 
Gods eternall pꝛedeſtination, whereby 
bee bzingeth the elected and rep}obate 
ſo2t to they appointed ends, they are at 
defiance mith that doctrine? and euen in 
this haue they taken away all that part 
of iuſtiß cation, that they aſcribed to 
Chatl vetoꝛe, fo; ; why: ? If we be not ſafe 
conduged to heanen by the pꝛedeſtinati⸗ 
on of God in Jeſus Chꝛiſt, it followeth 
that we are carryed thether by ſome de- 
ſert of our owne , oz elle that wi neuer 
come there at all. It were a ſtrong ew 
gine that Gould hale them from "this 
opinion, and yet is Chꝛiſt heerebp made 
altogether Jacke out of office. Let vs 
not wonder at theſe men, ſo much as 
p2av fo2 them: let vs not quarrel ſo much 
with them, as perſwade with them, noz 
laugh ſo much at their folly ewickednes, 
as lament they? ignoꝛante: foz this is 


true, it they be right, we be ne 
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be Nong, we are already ſold vnder ſin; 


contrarywilſe if we be right (whereof let 
vs not doubt, becauſe the ſpirit of truth 


hath ſealed vs vp in the Pꝛophets and 


Apoſtles) then are they wzong: i they be 
wꝛong, there is nothing moze certaine 
then their iuſt damnation, vnleCle they 
turne to GDD with hearty repentance 
(which God foꝛ his ſonne ſake euen ſpæ⸗ 
dily grant them) if it be his will, 

And although they are not aſhamed to 


denounce againſt vs, that we are Liber⸗ 


tines and deſpiſers of god wozkes che⸗ 
canſe we pacferre our faith in fre& inflifi- 
tation: be it as farre from vs to be trou- 
bled at thoſe falſe ſuggeſtions, as we are 
free of that fault: we know & confeſſe, that 
Gods deareſt chi\d2en , haue ſmal feeling 
of God without righteous doing: there- 
foze wee p2ofz ile that if wee fe no god 
wozkes in our hands, if we perceine not 
that the pꝛeaching ok the Goſpell hath 
moꝛtiſſed in our concupiſcence,andmade 
bs to hunger £ thirſt after righteonſnes, 
we ha ie ſ mall teſtimonp of Gods electi- 
on, we may talke til we are wearp of our 
hope, and faith in Chꝛiſt, we may pꝛattie 
till we are hoarſe of the Goſpell and our 

pꝛofel- 
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a holpneſſe as doth clime from vice ta 


F : 


p2ofe ion , and wee may deſte the Pope 
and his accomplices to the bottoms of 
hell. But except ourſelues loue the righ⸗ 
teouſneſſe ot God, and wee exerciſe the 
ſame, Satan doth fed vs fo2th, with the 
ſtrength ot illuſion : foz Godlineſſe is 
not made of talke,as boks ars of leaues, 
noʒ as woods are of tres, but it is ſuch 


vertue, and from one vertne to another, 

without ceaſing. 17 
God ſir, this being true, we haue nerd 
to loke about bs, and euery man haue an 
eſpeciall eye to Gods gloꝛy in the execu- 
tion of our actions: and if we haue atta(- 
ned to ſome knowledge in the (chole of 
Chꝛiſt; wee (ſx in the Goſpell,that he is 
condemncd , that hideth his talent, al⸗ 
wel as the sther, that riotoully waſted it. 
Jp2ay you apply this to pour felt whom 
the Lo2d hath loned with long continu⸗ 
ance of his godneſſe, and pou ſhall finde 
out a right Chꝛiſtian exploit euen in; the 
man that ſat next at pour elbow.Sefvp- 
an it, oz if yon haue begun giue tt not o⸗ 
uer, foʒ the winning of one ſoule ta Chꝛiſt 
is moze acceptable in the ſight of SOD, 
then to offer the whole wozld foz a —_ 
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bre; bahat though he be a man, the ſpirit 
of & O D is abie to encounter him, lt 
hee bee neuer ſo wply o2 peruerſe in 
opinion. God, whs is able to rend the 
heart, and to pierce the marrow in the 
bones, is alwapes pꝛeſent in hes owne 
wozke. 

What though hee happily map 
command pour ſilence, pour ſpirit 
muſt bee touched with his ſinnes, vou 
may not ſuffer him to reſt in vnclean- 
D Free: foz they that are of CHRIST 
n are alwayes-carefull to bing others 
to Chꝛiſt- warde , but eſpecially thoſe 
that are (8 neare vnto them, as hee 
is ro You, Pou know that in p2oceſſe 
of time, the ſoft dꝛop of raine doth bzeak 
the hard Flink, the ſilly wozme doth 
th:ow downe the mighty Dake , and 
the llow ſnaile doth attaine to the top of 
Monntaines . Therefoze let nothing 
diſcourage vou. 

Ik this opinion bee eflabliſhed vpon 
the pꝛeſcriptions of his foꝛe-fathers, trye 
him by the Pzophets and ApoWeg,ifthe 
length and continuance of bis religion 
doth ſeme fo:ceable fo per ſwade him, 
ſhed him the law, where God 1 
| : franls 
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tranſgrefſion of mel with foure hundzed if 
veares blindneſſe ; and no doubt hee that N. 

would puniſh the tranſar⸗ſſion of that F 
Law , they gaue by angels, with ſe 
long ignoꝛance, map as iuſtlpy perſwade 
him, that the ſame God can punich the 
contempt of his Goſpel, with a thouſand 
pe ares blindneſſe; Nay pꝰwuꝛ but2 him 
(A ſap)the general! apoſt cp, wherok the | 
Apoſkles haue told be, it he dare not ſub- 
ſcribe ts the Goſpell, betauſe he may bg 
come an offence to his friends, pꝛoue 
from thente, that he keareth his wozlblp 
friends, moze then hee loueth his hea 
uenly God: if he ſhun the goſpel becauſe 
of thoſe hereſtes, that daplo ſpꝛing vp in 
the light theresf, hem him that he neu et 
knew, oꝛ elſe hath forgotten the Scrip: 
ture, which doth witneſle : The Here- 
fies mult needs bee, that the faithtull may 
bee tryed , if his eyes bee p:efired vpon 
pꝛofeſſozs, that hee can find many faults 
 mthey2 manners, let himloke bark into 
hini-ſeif,and he hall ſer that Papiſts an? 
P2otfeftants are verv men, needing the 
Phiſt ion: But ik he find no*ſo great toy 
raption in him-ſelfe: Firſt let him fake 
herd lcaTit care with him, as with men 
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pat bee ficke, which when they thinks 
them-lelucs recovered and neareſt to 
fcaith, are enen then fartheſt from bealth 
und nesreſt their end. But ik there bee 
Wot indeed ſuch rezruptton in them (which 
is hard to bee determpned on either ſide, 
onfia: ring how pariiall dur nature is 
n it owne belalle, and read p to flatter it 
Welfe ) let bim neuer inipute this to the 
ignitp o: bis relligton, but to the god⸗ 
tl of God he giuer of algood things. 
t he teare the Goſpel becauſe it is ill ſpo⸗ 
zen off Let him remember that Chriſt him Cor. 234. 
ſelle is a llumbling ſtone made or the fall 
f manyeit he be affcaid of cozrupt tranſla⸗ 
ions, let him either cozrect, ez ſhew vs 
be cauſes of his millſking, and he Hall bee 
atiſfied. J inallpifhe hal ſtumble at the 
ere that is now a depes among Di⸗ 
nes, let him witbout partialitp, read 
de monuments of Popery, t he ſhall pers 
Weaue ten times mo2e oddes amoug the 
Doctozs thereof: Fa; there is none of 
den al (r almoſt as few of the old fathers) 
ut are ſo far wide one from auctber , yea 
nd moll of them from them⸗lelues, that 
either Papiſts, noz Pꝛoteſtants doe 
ar matter bpereof to aniho!13e and 
maintare 
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maintaine their religion, no: anp here 
que that hath bin fince the firſt beginnir 
ol Papiſtrp. Therefoze pon map pꝛoue v 
ko him, that this fault ought not to b 
fathered en the woꝛd of God, which de 
plainlp and truciy ſet fozth all points 
religion: but rather bpon Sathan and h 
mallice, whoſe continual pꝛactiſe hath bit 
bp all meanes and denices peſüble, to di 
credit the religion of God: fo: ſuch D 
nell did he thzow among the apsftles, ; 
Aas. 13. 29 did ſet great diiſention detwerne Paul a 
Gali z. 11. Barnabas, and like-wiſe made Paul an 
Peter af open deſtance. 
All there things J le aue to pour conti 
nuall meditation, 8nd by pou, to hei 
ploped fo the benefit of Gods Church 
as your duty and occaſion tyall require 
And (a beſeching por not to neglict an 
other that by pour Godlp ſtudp pon ca 
call to remembꝛance. wherbp Gods frat 
may be maintapned, J doe humbly tak 
my leaue. 


FINIS. 


wk Ss 
4 WES» 


